This Weekend, Let’s Celebrate
the Messiness of Motherhood

Gilda Radner died tragically early in life. Although she
greatly desired to have children, she never was able to but
said this about being a mother, “Motherhood is the biggest
gamble in the world. It's a glorious life force. It’'s huge and
scary—it’s an act of infinite optimism.”

Our culture is a lonely one. We 1long for motherly,
unconditional love and an idyllic life, but my mother often
told me, “Heaven comes later.” As a mother of two daughters
and now a son-in-law and two grandchildren, though I try to
love unconditionally, I fail. The broken world we live in and
the sinful nature of our beings makes it an impossibility.

The selfie world we live in today is fueled by nonstop social
media images of perfect kids and idyllic family gatherings,
and we can’t begin to measure up. We know the scars and
bruises that lie within our family tree, and it’s a history
filled with failure, injustice, unforgiveness, guilt and
shame. We don’t make perfect choices. Tragically, it often
means a choice against motherhood or even fostering kids who
don’t look like us and aren’t perfect.

Many women won’t take the challenge of motherhood because it'’s
messy. Motherhood, at first glance, means the end of freedom
and requires too much responsibility and denial of what we are
told will bring us happiness. And we would never want to bring
up a child and expose them to our imperfections or the rest of
our inadequate family. After all, what would happen if someone
saw our real lives posted on Instagram?

In Erwin McManus’ book, The Last Arrow: Save Nothing for the
Next Life, he talks about how our past and how past choices
affect our future and says, “The moments that will actually


https://mycharisma.com/culture/this-weekend-let-s-celebrate-the-messiness-of-motherhood/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/this-weekend-let-s-celebrate-the-messiness-of-motherhood/

define us, the moments that will carry the greatest weight 1in
our lives, the moments that will create for us the future
we’'ve always longed for, are not those moments that easily
integrate into our past, but instead they are the disruptive
moments, the moments when we must choose between extending our
past and creating our future.” Motherhood often means making
the hard decision to accept our past history and then depart
from it. It means choosing God’s forgiveness and His direction
and consciously choosing a new future moving forward.

As I reflect on my own life, it’s those difficult, messy times
and my imperfect family that have brought me some of my
greatest joys. In the midst of the tears and mess stood Jesus.
I might not have seen it immediately, but those hard and
challenging times, which often included pain and suffering,
made me stronger. They allowed us as a family to come together
and to love each other in deeper ways. It allowed our future
to move forward in spite of the pain.

God never designed for us to live in this broken chaotic
world. He created a perfect one, and He wants us to be able to
find our way back there. Until then, He gave us a way to live
while in this messy world by giving us a mentor: His Son
Jesus. I love how we see the human side of the Son of God in
Hebrews 5: 7-9 (BSB, emphasis mine), “During the days of
Jesus’ earthly life, [while He was in human skin] He offered
up prayers and petition with loud cries and tears to the One
who could save Him from death, and He was heard because of His
reverence [unconditional trust]. Although He was a Son, [God
told us that we all become His sons and daughters when we
believe in Him] He learned obedience from what He suffered.
And having been made perfect, He became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him.”

This Mother’s Day, be grateful for all the imperfect,
inadequate mothers who were infinitely optimistic, took the
biggest gamble in life and gave birth. And because of the one
perfect Son of God who was obedient, suffered and was made



perfect, we then are given the opportunity to endure suffering
for others and follow the example of Jesus. Much loneliness
happens on Mother’s Day, so choose to find a mother
today—imperfections and all.

She could have said no, but she said yes. She chose life.
{eoa}
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For more on messy motherhood, listen to the podcast included
with this article.



