This Key Ally Refuses to
Support Front-Runner to Be
Next DNC Chair

The Anti-Defamation League, like most of the American Jewish
community, has been historically very closely aligned with the
Democratic Party, but the candidacy of U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison
as the front-runner to become the next chairman of the
Democratic National Committee is a bridge too far.

The same group that has perpetuated the lie that President-
elect Donald Trump’s senior adviser, Steve Bannon, 1s a
racist, white supremacist anti-Semite has now unloaded on the
Minnesota congressman. In a statement to the media, ADL CEO
Jonathan Greenblatt said:

“When Rep. Ellison’s candidacy to be chair of the Democratic
National Committee was first reported, ADL did not rush to
judgment. Instead, we took a hard look at the totality of his
record on key issues on our agenda. We spoke to numerous
leaders in the community and to Mr. Ellison himself. ADL’s
subsequent statement on his candidacy appreciated his
contrition on some matters, acknowledged areas of commonality
but clearly expressed real concern where Rep. Ellison held
divergent policy views, particularly related to Israel’s
security.

“New information recently has come to light that raises
serious concerns about whether Rep. Ellison faithfully could
represent the Democratic Party’s traditional support for a
strong and secure Israel. In a speech recorded in 2010 to a
group of supporters, Rep. Ellison is heard suggesting that
American foreign policy in the Middle East is driven by
Israel, saying:

‘The United States foreign policy in the Middle East 1is
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governed by what is good or bad through a country of 7
million people. A region of 350 million all turns on a
country of 7 million. Does that make sense? Is that logic?
Right? When the Americans who trace their roots back to
those 350 million get involved, everything changes.’

“Rep. Ellison’s remarks are both deeply disturbing and
disqualifying. His words imply that U.S. foreign policy is
based on religiously or national origin-based special
interests rather +than simply on America’s best
interests. Additionally, whether intentional or not, his words
raise the specter of age-old stereotypes about Jewish
control of our government, a poisonous myth that may persist
in parts of the world where intolerance thrives, but that has
no place in open societies like the U.S. These comments
sharply contrast with the Democratic National Committee
platform position, which states:

“A strong and secure Israel 1is vital to the United States
because we share overarching strategic interests and the
common values of democracy, equality, tolerance, and
pluralism.”

“ADL is a non-partisan organization and does not support any
political party; however, we deeply believe in the importance
of bipartisan support for Israel. Such support is crucial to
ensure continued engagement with our most important ally in
the region, a democracy whose emphasis on equality and
commitment to the rule of law stands in stark contrast to the
anarchy and authoritarian regimes that prevail in much of the
Middle East. These shared values are the bedrock for the long-
standing relationship between the U.S. and Israel.

“Whoever it may be, we would hope that the next head of the
Democratic Party would have fidelity to these timeless ideals
at all times.”

The aforementioned article about Ellison was published last



week. Click here to read the entire piece. In it, Greenblatt
had already questioned Ellison’s ability to lead the DNC, but
also acknowledged there were questions on the matter of

Israel’s security than any incoming Democratic Party chair
needs to address.



