
This Is How Dictatorships Get
Started
After  being  asked  about  the  president’s  condemnation  of
several media outlets as “fake news” and “an enemy of the
American people” Senator John McCain told NBC’s “Meet the
Press” host Chuck Todd: 

“That’s  how  dictators  get  started  …  They  get  started  by
suppressing  free  press,”  McCain  said.  “In  other  words,  a
consolidation of power when you look at history, the first
thing that dictators do is shut down the press. And I’m not
saying that President Trump is trying to be a dictator. I’m
just saying we need to learn the lessons of history.”

As is often the case with Senator McCain, he is wrong about
“how  dictators  get  started.”  History  tells  us  that  while
dictators may end up suppressing the media, how they “get
started” is not by suppressing the media, but by politicizing
it. 

When Hitler came to power in 1933, 81 percent of all German
newspapers were locally owned. In 1933, over 4,700 daily and
weekly newspapers were published annually in Germany, more
than in any other industrialized nation.

Der Stürmer (The Stormtrooper) was the most notorious anti-
Semitic newspaper in Germany. Founded by Julius Streicher in
1923, it published its hateful message for more than 10 years
before Hitler came to power. 

Völkischer  Beobachter  (People’s  Observer)  was  purchased
by Adolph Hitler in 1923 to serve as the propaganda organ of
his Nazi Party. It also published for 10 years before the
Nazis came to power in 1933.

Nazi  propaganda  minister  Joseph  Goebbels  had  his  own
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newspaper,  Der  Angriff.  Der  Angriff  translated  as  “The
Assault” and was a newspaper founded by Goebbels in 1927,
which effectively became his property. Its subtitle was “For
the Oppressed against the Oppressors.” The right-hand column
of  the  front  page  was  reserved  for  the  personal  comments
of Goebbels that were signed off “Dr. G.” (C. N. Trueman,
Newspapers in Nazi Germany). 

While  these  publications  are  mostly  remembered  for  their
virulent  anti-Semitism,  one  of  their  major  goals  was  to
undermine the then-democratic government of Germany and to
build the case for the election of the Nazis.

These highly politicized media outlets were as unrelenting in
claiming the duly elected government was illegitimate and in
criticizing the policies of the duly elected leadership of the
government,  as  they  were  in  blaming  Germany’s  economic
problems on an imaginary Jewish financial conspiracy. 

Rather than suppressing news, the Nazi propaganda apparatus
instead sought to tightly control its flow and interpretation
and to deny access to alternative sources of news. 

Which is exactly what the progressive left did during the
Obama years, and what it is doing now through its war on
President Trump and his supporters in conservative opinion and
news outlets, especially in the new and alternative media. 

But then again, the establishment media here in the United
States has a long history of politicizing the news in favor of
tyranny, and for the purposes of making money. 

As The (U.K.) Guardian reported, the Associated Press news
agency entered a formal cooperation with the Hitler regime in
the  1930s,  supplying  American  newspapers  with  material
directly  produced  and  selected  by  the  Nazi  propaganda
ministry, archive material unearthed by a German historian
revealed.



In an article published in the German academic journal Studies
in Contemporary History, historian Harriet Scharnberg shows
that AP was only able to retain its access by entering into a
mutually beneficial two-way cooperation with the Nazi regime. 

Reminder: This is the same kind of “access for propaganda”
deal CNN had with Saddam Hussein and other dictators.

The  New  York-based  agency  ceded  control  of  its  output  by
signing  up  to  the  so-called  Schriftleitergesetz  (editor’s
law), promising not to publish any material “calculated to
weaken the strength of the Reich abroad or at home.” 

This law required AP to hire reporters who also worked for the
Nazi  party’s  propaganda  division.  One  of  the  four
photographers employed by the Associated Press in the 1930s,
Franz  Roth,  was  a  member  of  the  SS  paramilitary  unit’s
propaganda division, whose photographs were personally chosen
by Hitler.

In an attempt to hide its disgusting duplicity, AP has removed
Roth’s pictures from its website after Scharnberg published
her  findings,  though  thumbnails  remained  viewable  for  a
while due to “software issues.”

And it gets worse. 

AP also allowed the Nazi regime to use its photo archives for
its virulently anti-Semitic propaganda literature. According
to  Harriet  Scharnberg’s  research,  publications  illustrated
with  AP  photographs  include  the  bestselling  SS  brochure
“Der Untermensch” (“The Sub-Human”) and the booklet “The Jews
in  the  USA,”  which  aimed  to  demonstrate  the  decadence  of
Jewish-Americans  with  a  picture  of  New  York
mayor  Fiorello  LaGuardia  eating  from  a  buffet  with  his
hands.  (Note  to  Nazis:  Mayor  LaGuardia  was  of  Italian
heritage; he was not Jewish—not that facts mattered to the
Nazi media.) 



Today, at AP and other establishment media outlets there’s
a Schriftleitergesetz called political correctness that molds
the news every bit as effectively as the old Nazi editor’s
law—it  deletes  “illegal  alien”  in  favor  of  “undocumented
migrant”  and  substitutes  58  “gender  identities”  for  the
scientific sexual divisions of male and female and distorts
the news in countless other ways. 

The  parallels  between  the  situation  in  Germany  then  and
America now are striking. In America today, the threat to
constitutional liberty comes not from President Trump, but
from a small politicized media elite that feeds an unending
stream  of  propaganda  to  its  audience.  Opponents  are
vilified  through  campaigns  of  personal  destruction,  anti-
Semitism is rampant, the duly elected government is claimed to
be illegitimate and alternative sources of information and
opinion  are  marginalized  by  the  establishment  propaganda
organs.  Contrary  to  what  Senator  McCain  said  about
dictatorship “starting” by suppressing a free press, it is not
hard  to  see  the  parallels  between  today’s  free,  but
highly politicized establishment elite media and the media in
Germany that helped Adolf Hitler and the Nazis take power.
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