The Massive Difference
Between Dr. Martin Luther
King and BLM

The difference between Dr. Martin Luther King and the Black
Lives Matter movement 1is the difference between light and
darkness, between love and hate. It is a difference that needs
to be emphasized for the sake of the dignity of all Black
lives, every one of which matters to God, and every one of
which should matter to us.

In saying this, I am not saying anything novel. In fact, for
more than five years now, I have emphasized the importance of
separating the statement that Black lives matter from the BLM
movement. But today, in the aftermath of the Kyle Rittenhouse
trial, that distinction is all the more important.

It is also important that all of us, from all races and
ethnicities, learn some essential truths from King.

As for BLM, consider these tweets sent out from BLM’s official
Twitter account with reference to the Rittenhouse trial:

November 19, 1:34 PM: “Reminder: the system is working
exactly as it is meant to. The system was always meant to
protect and uphold white supremacy.”

November 19, 8:51 PM: “the little racist/terrorist kyle
rittenhouse represents the exact kind of white-supremacist
vigilante violence that we’ve seen before — with the
acquittal of George Zimmerman 1in the murder of
#TrayvonMartin.”

Yes, these were posted on the official BLM Twitter account,
representing unbridled, unapologetic, racist rhetoric.
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It is inflammatory. It is dangerous. And it 1s inexcusable,
especially for a national civil rights organization.

And, lest we forget, there is scant (or no) evidence that
Rittenhouse was a white supremacist, while the men he shot in
Kenosha were all white. (See here for more.)

In fact, in his first interview since the not guilty verdict,
he said, “I'm not a racist person. I support the BLM movement.
I support peacefully demonstrating.”

And how did BLM respond? With a 1literal “[obscene
expression].”

This is the ugliness of the BLM movement. This is their
destructive nature. This is why they must not be supported or
endorsed, especially by those who truly care about the
wellbeing and full equality of American Blacks.

Contrast this with the spirit of Dr. King, whose powerful
sermon on “Loving Your Enemies” I read carefully while
researching for my forthcoming book The Silencing of the
Lambs .

In this important 1957 message, King wrestled with the command
of Jesus to love our enemies, asking if it were even possible.
But he knew deep down that it was essential, saying, “Yes, it
is love that will save our world and our civilization, love
even for enemies.”

How, then, were we to do this?

First, he stated that we must examine ourselves to recognize
our own shortcomings and deficiencies and sins. Maybe people
hate us because of something wrong in us.

Next, he said that we must discover some good within our
enemies, “And every time you begin to hate that person and
think of hating that person, realize that there is some good
there and look at those good points which will over-balance



the bad points.”

He also emphasized that we must not make our battles personal,
noting, “When you rise to the level of love, of its great
beauty and power, you seek only to defeat evil systems.
Individuals who happen to be caught up in that system, you
love, but you seek to defeat the system.”

As to why we must respond with love when we are hated, Dr.
King explained, “that hate for hate only intensifies the
existence of hate and evil in the universe. If I hit you and
you hit me and I hit you back and you hit me back and go on,
you see, that goes on ad infinitum. It just never ends.
Somewhere somebody must have a little sense, and that’'s the
strong person. The strong person is the person who can cut off
the chain of hate, the chain of evil.”

He added: “Men must see that force begets force, hate begets
hate, toughness begets toughness. And it is all a descending
spiral, ultimately ending in destruction for all and
everybody. Somebody must have sense enough and morality enough
to cut off the chain of hate and the chain of evil in the
universe. And you do that by love.”

Not only so, but, he explained, hate distorts the person who
hates. “For the person who hates, you can stand up and see a
person and that person can be beautiful, and you will call
them ugly. For the person who hates, the beautiful becomes
ugly, and the ugly becomes beautiful. For the person who
hates, the good becomes bad, and the bad becomes good. For the
person who hates, the true becomes false, and the false
becomes true. That'’s what hate does. You can’t see right. The
symbol of objectivity 1is Llost. Hate destroys the very
structure of the personality of the hater.”

Finally, King stated that “love has within it a redemptive
power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms
individuals. That's why Jesus says, ‘Love your enemies.’



Because if you hate your enemies, you have no way to redeem
and to transform your enemies. But if you love your enemies,
you will discover that at the very root of love is the power
of redemption. You just keep loving people and keep loving
them, even though they’'re mistreating you.”

Unfortunately, King said, most people “believe in hitting for
hitting; they believe in an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth; they believe in hating for hating; but Jesus comes to
us and says, ‘This isn’t the way.'”

Now, go back and read those BLM tweets again. The contrast
between Dr. King and BLM could not be more stark.

The former offers a path to redemption; the latter, a path to
destruction.

One overcomes evil with good. The other multiplies evil.

Let us choose carefully, then, which model we follow and which
model we emulate. It will mean the difference between life and
death. {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content 1in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.



