The Holy Spirit: Our Faithful
Discipler

When Jesus walked the earth, His disciples followed Him just
about everywhere He went. They turned to Him for wisdom, for
comfort, for protection, for provision—and more.

Before He ascended to the right hand of Father God, Jesus said
something shocking: “I tell you the truth: It is expedient for
you that I go away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you,”
(John 16:7, MEV).

This must have been unsettling to the disciples. If Jesus
left, who would offer them wisdom and comfort? Who would be
their advocate and intercessor? Who would disciple them? Jesus
followed on by explaining, “But when the Spirit of truth
comes, He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13, MEV).
Jesus 1is in heaven, but the Holy Spirit remains with us to
lead us into all truth—to disciple us.

Although we can glean invaluable lessons from pastors,
spiritual fathers and mothers, and others in the body of
Christ—and we should-the Holy Spirit who dwells with us 1is our
first Teacher. John writes about the anointing we have
received from Him abiding in us and teaching us concerning all
things (1 John 2:27).

Indeed, the Holy Spirit will disciple us—if we allow Him. The
Holy Spirit is our Comforter, Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, Strengthener and Standby (John 14:16, AMP). The Holy
Spirit leads us (Rom. 8:14) and guides us into truth (John
16:13). The Holy Spirit transforms us into the image of Christ
(2 Cor. 3:18).

I believe the Holy Spirit is always trying to teach us. He
teaches us to walk in the fruit of the Spirit. He teaches us
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who Jesus 1s. He teaches us about the Father’s heart. He
teaches us how to walk through a trial with character. He
teaches us how to navigate life'’s challenges. He’'s always
teaching us—always discipling us—if we’ll listen.

In my devotional, Mornings with the Holy Spirit, Listening
Daily to the Still Small Voice of God, I share with readers
something important the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart:

“Take a moment—take some time-to meditate on the lessons you
are learning. I am teaching you new things and reminding you
of things you know that have slipped out of focus in the midst
of the warfare around you. Consider what I have taught you.
Meditate on those truths. Record them on the tablets of your
heart. Never forget them. Call them up when you need them.
This wisdom will serve you and others around you in the days
ahead.”

Again, the Holy Spirit teaches us all things and will bring to
our remembrance the Word of God we sow in our hearts when we
need it (John 14:26). Our part in the discipleship process 1is
to exercise Proverbs 7:2-3 (MEV): “Keep my commandments and
live, and my teachings as the apple of your eye. Bind them on
your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart.”

As disciples of Christ, we need to tune our ears and align our
hearts with the Holy Spirit Jesus sent to walk with us after
He ascended to the right hand of the Father. God puts many
wonderful spiritual leaders in our lives and we should welcome
and submit to that authority, but when the lights go out at
the end of the day, it’s just us and God.

Sometimes man’s wisdom—our own wisdom—fails us but God’s Word
and His Spirit never fail. The Holy Spirit is the best
discipler I know.

Prayer this prayer with me:

Holy Spirit, put me in remembrance of the teachings of Christ



and the words of wisdom you’ve spoken to my heart. I ask You
now for the grace to draw on what you’ve taught me so that I
will walk in Father’s ways and glorify my Savior through my
words, thoughts, and actions.
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