The Great ‘Guardian Angel’
Debate

Most Americans believe in guardian angels. In fact, more than
half of all adults—including 20 percent who say they are not
religious—absolutely believe a guardian angel has protected
them during their 1life. That's according to a Baylor
University for Studies on Religion survey.

“A lot of times when people hear about angels, they think
about these cartoon figures with wings, halos and harps,” John
Ortberg, senior pastor at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church in
California, told ABC News. “I don’t think that’s the idea. I
think the idea is that we live in a spiritual reality and
these are spiritual beings that God’s created, and we call
them angels.”

Psalm 91 points to the reality of guardian angels. The passage
assures us God will command His angels to guard us in all our
ways. Psalm 34 tells us angels encamp around those who fear
Him. And Matthew 18:10 also suggests we have guardian angels.
But there is still some debate over this in Christian circles.

Some believe we have one angel. Others believe we have two.
Still others believe we have many angels—even angels on
assignment for specific reasons or angels who help us complete
God-given assignments. Matthew 18:10 would suggest we have at
least two:

“See that you do not despise or think less of one of these
little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven [are
in the presence of and] continually look upon the face of My
Father who is in heaven” (AMP).

The Message translation reads: “Watch that you don’t treat a
single one of these childlike believers arrogantly. You
realize, don’t you, that their personal angels are constantly
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in touch with my Father in heaven?”

Personal angels. Guardian angels. Whatever you want to call
them, we have at least two.

John Calvin, from where we get modern-day Calvinism, disagrees
that angels are assigned to us:

The 1interpretation given to this passage by some
commentators, as if God assigned to each believer his own
angel, does not rest on solid grounds. For the words of
Christ do not mean that a single angel 1is continually
occupied with this or the other person; and such an idea 1is
inconsistent with the whole doctrine of Scripture, which
declares that the angels encamp around (Ps. 34:7) the godly,
and that not one angel only, but many, have been commissioned
to guard every one of the faithful. Away, then, with the
fanciful notion of a good and evil angel, and let us rest
satisfied with holding that the care of the whole Church is
committed to angels, to assist each member as his necessities
shall require (Source: Commentary on a Harmony of the
Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke, on Matthew 18:10).

But Tim Sheets, author of Angel Armies, tells the story of an
angel of the Lord who accompanies the apostolic assignment on
his life. Once at a conference while he was praying, he heard
“Mahanaim” called out from behind him. When he looked behind
him, there was nobody there. But he knew the angel was there.
William Branham claimed he had an angel of healing assigned to
work with him in the ministry. Many others have expressed an
angel that has come alongside them to help them on specific
ministry exploits.

So what’'s the answer? We may never know fully while we walk
this earth. The broader point, though, is not to get caught up
in angel controversies, to worship God and trust that if you
need angelic assistance, He will send it whether it’s your
guardian angels or angels for a specific assignment. {eoa}



To learn more about the angels of abundant harvest, check out



