The Biblical Response to
Political Chaos

This year’s presidential campaign has had some surprising
twists and downright disheartening results for Republicans and
Democrats alike. Anyone else feeling slightly depressed by the
choice of candidates left standing? Don’t be. Not because
there aren’t more than a few causes for concern, but because
there is one thing that will never change despite whoever
lives in the White House.

To quote the sixteenth-century German Reformer Martin Luther,
who himself lived in dismal days of spiritual darkness, “God’s
truth abideth still.” When you’ve lost sight of hope, remember
this. Nothing can change that fact. No candidate, no
catastrophe. Nothing.

In light of the seemingly bleak days looming over us,
particularly when considering the future of your children and
grandchildren, it’s easy to succumb to fear or paranoia. But
is this the biblical response to calamity and chaos?

Believers all throughout history have endured persecution,
wars, and natural disasters, yet without losing hope in our
faithful God. If men such as Job can choose to praise God
“though He slay me,” surely by God’s grace we can as well.

Remember These Truths

This great hymn of Luther’s quoted above, “A Mighty Fortress,”
calls us to consider several unchanging truths of God in the
midst of unsteady and turmoil-filled days. (The hymn is based
on Psalm 46, a passage Nancy expounds on in this radio

series.)

A mighty fortress 1is our God, a bulwark never failing,
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
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For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

1. Our God is a mighty fortress. A fortress depicts a picture
of strength, protection, and permanence. Just as a tower is a
safe haven for those in distress, so, too, is our God. When we
abide under the shadow of the Almighty, we have nothing to
fear (Ps. 46:1-2, 91:1).

2. Our God will never fail us. The spiritual battle around us
is real. Though we live in a sin-filled world ruled by the
prince of darkness, we can find hope in God, our helper, for
He has promised to be with us (Zeph. 3:17; Heb. 13:5-6; Deut.
31:8).

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be
losing,;

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own
choosing:

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

3. Our God is on our side. Those in Christ Jesus are kept safe
in the Father’s hand by the Spirit. Nothing can separate us
from the love of God (John 10:28-30; Rom. 8:31-39).

4. Our God is unchanging and never ending. We can rest safely
in Him, knowing He will never become unloving or unrighteous,
for the Lord of Hosts (“Lord Sabaoth”) is the same yesterday,
today, and forever (Heb. 13:8; Ps. 102:12-17).

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to
undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph
through us:



The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.

5. Our God has already won the battle over sin and death. It
may appear at times that darkness has overcome the light. But
as children of God we can cling to the hope that is in Christ
Jesus who conquered sin and death through the cross and
resurrection (Ps. 118:6;John 1:1-18).

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them,
abideth;

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us
sideth:

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;

The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,

His kingdom is forever.

6. Our God has granted us every spiritual blessing in Christ
Jesus. In our own strength, we can do nothing; but armed with
love and filled with the Spirit, by faith we can move
mountains, stand against the devil, and run the race set
before us (John 15:4-5; Eph. 1:3-6, 6:10-18; Heb. 12:1-3).

7. Our God is the Sovereign Ruler of an eternal kingdom. The
things of this world-our achievements, possessions,
status—will all fade away, amounting to nothing. But God’s
kingdom will never end. Trust the God who knows the future,
and invest your energy in the things that will last (Matt.
6:33; John 18:33-37; 1 Peter 1:22-25).

Perhaps you have other weighty, more personal things on your
mind than a presidential election. No matter what your burden
may be, in times when everything is spinning wildly out of
control, leaving you feeling inept and powerless, remember
that there is an all-powerful God who still sits on His
throne. He will never leave you or forsake you, and in Him



lies the strength to respond in faith to whatever may come
your way .. today, tomorrow or ten years from now.

What You Can Do

Despite our circumstances, we still have the responsibility as
believers to respond biblically and wisely. As we’re not able
to manipulate the future or handpick our preferred political
candidate, focus your efforts instead on those things that do
lie within your realm of control:

» Choose to shift your focus from the chaos and fix your
eyes on Christ.

= Choose to trust God with your future, plus that of your
children and grandchildren, too.

= Choose to push the mute button when unnecessary
criticism escapes your lips, and instead voice your
concerns to the Lord in private prayer.

» Choose to give thanks for all things, in all things.

Clearly we are in a great time of need in our country, but all
is not lost. Nineteenth-century author E.M. Bounds once
observed, “Every mighty move of the Spirit of God has had its
source in the prayer chamber.” Do you believe that? Do you
believe there’s still hope for whatever trials may lie ahead?
Turn to the God of hope in prayer, not despair, and cling to
the promise of Psalm 34:17 that He will hear us when we cry
out to Him. {eoa}

Do you long to see God move in your country, 1in your church,
in your family .. in your own heart? Join us September 22-24 in
Indianapolis for True Woman '16, where we will set aside
Friday evening for the purpose of coming together in prayer
before the Lord. Cry Out! A Nationwide Prayer Event for
Women is a three-hour simulcast where we’ll earnestly cry out
to the Lord for mercy and grace in these critical days.
Visit for details.
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