The Battle for Downtown L.A.

[x] When it comes to God’s blessings, there aren’t many that

top having a job that you absolutely love. I've been
fortunate to enjoy such a blessing this year as the producer
of a feature-length documentary called Life Happens.

Currently in production, this film tells the stories of people
who almost weren’t. In other words, these people very easily
could have been another abortion statistic in our country had
it not been for courageous mothers making the right choice-
sometimes at the very last moment.

So far, we've interviewed over 70 people for the project in
such places as New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the
District of Columbia, Georgia and California. Some of the
notables include Alveda King (niece of Martin Luther King
Jr.), University of Georgia football coach Mark Richt,
Minnesota Congresswoman Michele Bachmann, the Rev. Walter Hoye
(who spent 19 days in jail for his sidewalk counselling
efforts in Oakland, Calif.), Troy Newman (president of
Operation Rescue, an abortion advocacy group), Hall of Fame
pitcher Jim Palmer and Star Parker (founder of Urban ., a
Christian urban renewal and education coalition.)

But the most compelling stories have come from average people
who faced extraordinary circumstances and felt intense
pressure to terminate their pregnancies rather than give life
to their child. These people are the true heroes; the people
who hopefully will inspire others to make the same choice.

One of the most eye-opening moments for me personally came
last week in downtown Los Angeles. We heard many amazing
stories of expectant mothers who were facing financial,
social, cultural, medical and even familial pressures to abort
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their unborn children. In some cases, we were blessed to see
the fruit of their decision for life-babies and toddlers who
are now the joy of their lives.

Those stories came from the only crisis pregnancy center 1in
downtown L.A. It sits quite literally in the middle of an
abortion warzone where there are no less than nine abortion
providers within a one-mile radius. On one particular block,
there are four of these clinics (usually innocuously referred
to as “family planning” services or “family health” centers).
This area is known as ground zero for those in the pro-life
community.

These clinics are known for targeting low-income women with a
decided focus on the large Latino population. And how they
drum up business is almost as disturbing as the abortion
procedure itself:

1. Clinic workers often stand on the street corner with
balloon-decorated table full of fliers and, get this, coupons
for 50 percent off their services. Read between the lines and
we're talking about coupons for abortions.

2. Those same employees have been known to coach women into
how to work over the government health care systems for free
abortions. One of the crisis pregnancy directors we spoke to
told us of an instance where she inquired about the clinic’s
services and was given detailed information on how she could
milk Medi-Cal for prenatal care funding and then ultimately
lie about health concerns in order to get a government funded
abortion.

3. People not necessarily affiliated with these clinics are
often hired to act as solicitors. They are given $25 for every
referral they get to pay for abortion services. Judas sold out



Jesus for a few pieces of silver. Likewise, these death
merchants are selling out these unborn babies for the
equivalent of dinner at Olive Garden.

I was angered when I heard these stories but also grateful to
be made aware of these injustices. How else can we fight for
the helpless among us if we don’t know what evil plots are
being perpetuated against them?

The Bible is pretty clear about what godly justice looks like.
The word justice is, in fact, mentioned 134 times in the New
International Version. It’'s about taking care of the poor, the
widowed and the orphaned. Jesus Himself said in Matthew 25:40
that we will be judged by the kind of justice we employed
while here on Earth.

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

As I've worked on this film and look forward to its completion
(sometime in September) and subsequent release (sometime in
October), I’'ve been challenged to become more active in
standing up for the unborn children of this world; a group
that could easily be labelled “the least of these.”

That’'s why my future plans are to get my church involved in
volunteer work at a local crisis pregnancy center, gathering
supplies for women facing unplanned pregnancies and being
vocal about what I’'ve learned about the atrocity of abortion
and the social injustice being waged against the most
vulnerable in our nation.

If you're not already involved in this kind of work, please
consider taking a stand for life. The future of our nation
depends on it.
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