Shouldn'’t Pentecostals
Celebrate Pentecost Sunday?

An email I recently received touted the power of social media
to affect change. It bragged how “worthy” causes such as
improving working conditions overseas, helping to keep someone
from being deported, publicizing the problem with bullies in
school and so forth were advanced through social media. But
what caught my attention was this line: “These victories are
amazing on their own. But we’re even more excited about the
potential they represent: We’'re living in a time where anyone,
anywhere, can use the Internet to change the world.”

Sounds good-changing the world. The culture believes people
working together can affect change through technology. But the
real power for change isn’t in social media. As powerful as it
is, it will be trumped someday by another source of change
more powerful. The real power 1s the power of the Holy
Spirit.-

That’s what charismatics and Pentecostals believe—at least in
theory. But do we-really-believe it? If we did we’d be as
quick to publicize it as those who believe in social media do.

Our media ministry exists to connect Christians and to report
on the power of the Holy Spirit around the world-stories
unknown or ignored by media. And even those of us who have
experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives and have
seen miracles or enormous revivals often act as if we’ve “been
there; done that.”

Proof of this is how little attention we give to Pentecost
Sunday in Pentecostal churches. Pentecost is “50 days” after
Passover when Moses gave the law. The Jews call it:Shauvott.

We all know Jesus ascended into heaven 40 days after Easter
Sunday, the day of His resurrection. After the disciples
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tarried for 10 days the Holy Spirit fell; that was the birth
of the church. They all spoke with other tongues according to
Acts 2:4. So when the Holy Spirit fell the new movement was
called “Pentecostal” after the Day of Pentecost.

When Pentecost Sunday rolls around on May 27 this year, it
will be celebrated in Catholic and liturgical churches because
it's part of their church calendars, but few Pentecostals will
celebrate it. I’'ve never understood why. Maybe it’'s our
revivalist tradition that came from the “sawdust trail” where
anything that hinted of formal religion was thrown out.

But now, more than a century after the initial Azusa Street
revival, some “Pentecostal and charismatic Christian
communities in America are experiencing an increase 1n
biblical illiteracy, a decreased desire for holiness and a
lack of the fear of God, and a significant moral and
leadership failure.” This was the conclusion reached by a
group of Pentecostal leaders who met at Empowered2l in March
at Regent University in Virginia.

Those in attendance signed a petition reaffirming an “unmoving
belief in and commitment to the biblical teaching of the
holiness, immediacy and power of the Spirit of God, and the
Spirit’s empowerment of the Christian life and community.” You
can read and sign the resolution at-empowered?l..

I bring this to your attention this month because various
leaders—especially Billy Wilson of the International Center
for Spiritual Renewal-agree that few Pentecostals celebrate
Pentecost Sunday. They’'ve set as a goal to encourage all
Pentecostal/charismatic churches to “utilize Pentecost Sunday
of each year for teaching and preaching on the Holy Spirit,
inviting every generation to experience the Spirit.”

But the vision is even bigger: They are looking toward the
2,000th anniversary of the founding of the church—-Pentecost
Sunday in 2033-as when “every person in the United States of



America and on earth would have an authentic encounter with
Jesus Christ through the power and presence of the Holy
Spirit.”

It’s something I fully support. And if you’'re a pastor, preach
on the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday and invite people to
receive the mighty infilling of the Holy Spirit. In a way,
every Sunday is Pentecost Sunday, just as every Sunday 1is
Resurrection Day. But since it’s on the calendar and since
other churches recognize the day, let’s use it as a time to
call attention to the fact that believing in the power of the
Holy Spirit to change lives 1is something that isn’t just a
theory in our churches but a reality

.Steve Strang, founder of Charisma Media, invites you to sign
the resolution at--or add your comments on his blog at-. You
can also find resources to help celebrate Pentecost Sunday
at-.



