Sen. Josh Hawley Gets the
Last Laugh on Cancel Culture

Last October, Simon & Schuster, a giant in the publishing
industry, announced it would be releasing Sen. Josh Hawley's
book titled The Tyranny of Big Tech. As reported by AP News,
Hawley had frequently criticized the various social media
giants “for everything from alleged anti-conservative bias to
monopolistic control of the online market.”

As Hawley explained, “At a time when these platforms are
determining elections, banning inconvenient political views,
lining politicians’ pockets with hundreds of millions of
dollars, and addicting our kids to screens, I want to draw
attention to the robber barons of the modern era. This is the
fight to recover America’s populist democracy. That is why I
am writing this book.”

The book was targeted for a June 2021 release date, but on
Jan. 7, 2021, one day after the storming of the Capitol, which
was also one day after Hawley called for an investigation into
claims of election fraud, Simon & Schuster released this
statement:

After witnessing the disturbing, deadly insurrection that
took place on Wednesday in Washington, D.C., Simon & Schuster
has decided to cancel publication of Senator Josh Hawley’s
forthcoming book, The Tyranny of Big Tech. We did not come to
this decision lightly. As a publisher it will always be our
mission to amplify a variety of voices and viewpoints: at the
same time, we take seriously our larger public responsibility
as citizens, and cannot support Senator Hawley after his role
in what became a dangerous threat to our democracy and
freedom.

So, a book exposing the tyranny of Big Tech got canceled
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because of a knee-jerk reaction to Hawley’s actions on Jan. 6,
actions that were neither dangerous nor unpatriotic. And this
happened at the same time that President Trump’s Twitter
account was being shut down for life, along with many other
conservative accounts being purged. Oh, the irony!

But the story doesn’t end there.

On Jan. 18, 2021, Regnery Books, one of the conservative
publishing giants, announced that their company would now be
publishing the senator’s book, with a release date of May
2021.

As Mollie Hemingway reported on The Federalist, “Simon and
Schuster canceled the book Jan. 7, quickly caving to a
pressure campaign organized by leftist activists and making
the Missouri Republican one of the highest-profile victims of
cancel culture.”

Said Thomas Spence, the president of Regnery Books, “It’s
discouraging to see them cower before the ‘woke mob,’ as
Senator Hawley correctly calls it. Regnery is proud to stand
in the breach with him. And the warning in his book about
censorship obviously couldn’t be more urgent.”

Not surprisingly, interest in the book exploded after its
cancellation and reinstatement, and now, it has debuted on
Amazon as one of top books in the nation. And, quite
appropriately, it is the No. 1 bestseller in Censorship and
Politics on Amazon.

Simon & Schuster inadvertently confirmed Hawley’s concerns,
spiking interest in his book rather than drawing attention
away from it.

This is how cancel culture backfires. This is how attempts to
silence us can ultimately amplify our voices. This is how we
push back.



But this is not the first time this has happened, nor will it
be the last.

Were you aware of professor Jordan Peterson before he suddenly
skyrocketed to international fame? Did you know of him when he
was a respected but relatively obscure psychology professor at
the University of Toronto? Were you one of the rare readers
who waded through his serious, academic work, Maps of Meaning:
The Architecture of Belief, which took him 13 years to write
and which was published in 19997

That was all before 2016, when quite suddenly and
unexpectedly, Peterson became an international bestselling
author and a man hailed by some as “the most influential
public intellectual in the Western world right now.” What
launched him into worldwide fame?

It was when he refused to bow down to the spirit of political
correctness in Canada, specifically, being forced to use
certain pronouns when addressing transgender-identified
people.

When he was asked on TV what would happen if the government
required him to comply with its new speech rules, he answered,
“If they fine me, I won’t pay it. If they put me in jail, I’'1ll
go on a hunger strike. I'm not doing this. And that’s that.
I'm not using the words that other people require me to use.
Especially if they’re made up by radical left-wing
ideologues.”

But in Peterson’s case, instead of going to jail or being
taken to court or being disciplined by his university,
Peterson became an overnight sensation.

According to his publisher, his second book, “12 Rules for
Life has sold over five million copies worldwide and his
global book tour has reached more than 250,000 people in 100
different cities.”



His Twitter account now has 1.7 million followers, and his
YouTube channel has 3.5 million subscribers.

Instead of his voice being silenced, Peterson’s voice has now
been amplified to reach multiplied millions around the globe,
providing another graphic example of what can happen when you
make a principled decision not to cave in.

I've been working on a major book that addresses how we can
overcome cancel culture, due out early next year. But suffice
it to say now that we should be encouraged by the examples of
Hawley and Peterson. The more the culture tries to silence us,
the more we will get our message out.

We will not be silenced. {eoa]
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