
Secrets  to  Living  a  Life
Steeped in Jesus’ Presence
“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth
good things. And an evil man out of the evil treasure brings
forth evil things” (Matt. 12:35).

This statement from Jesus shows the three stages of goodness:
first, the man is essentially good; second, he has good stored
up in his heart; and third, he brings out the good to share
with others.

Goodness is both passive and active—a part of our natures and
the good works we do. Paul tells us in the letter to Titus,
“those who have believed in God might . . . maintain good
works” (Titus. 3:8b). Jesus tells all believers to live in
such a way that men will “see your good works and glorify your
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16b).

Jesus is our example of goodness. Throughout His ministry on
earth, we are told that He went about doing good. In addition,
in the Old Testament we hear about the goodness of the Father
God: “The Lord is good” (Nah. 1:7). The moral government of
the universe is established on a throne of righteousness. We
are told to “give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good” (Ps.
107:1a). The underlying gospel of the fruit of the Spirit is
that men can become like God by walking with Him through the
indwelling Spirit of His Son.

However, even though Jesus did good to those around Him, His
antagonists  often  spoke  of  His  good  as  evil.  Their  words
seemed so unfair when His works were so good. However, this
kind of response is natural because good and evil are mutually
exclusive.

The goodness of God and the evil of the enemy are irresistibly
opposed. The unrelenting antagonism between the two explains
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the chaos that characterizes human history. Ultimately, of
course, the goodness of God will prevail over evil. Love will
overcome despair, and life will supplant death. Until that day
comes, however, we must expect evil to try to counteract any
goodness we attempt to put into this world. Goodness is the
reality of God Himself coming to grips with the awfulness of
sin. Goodness is the power of God overcoming evil.

Goodness  is  often  the  reward  for  those  who  can  never  be
conspicuous for brilliant contributions to the ministry of
God. For example, Dorcas was no prophetess like Deborah, but
the fact of her being full of good works has been recorded for
all to read about through the ages (Acts 9:36). In Barnabas
this  fruit  of  the  Spirit  appeared  in  such  prominence  and
fullness that it is recorded of him that, “he was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24). What a
testimony. He didn’t need to be the well-known evangelist that
Paul was, or the preacher that Peter was, for he walked close
enough to God to show God’s own character.

Goodness costs. Personal privation is part of that cost. It
takes a lot to be good and generous in a world where the
majority move the other way and are apt to taunt good people
by calling names such as “goody-goody” or accuse the good of
trying  to  be  “holier  than  the  rest  of  us.”  The  selfless
sharing required to help others goes beyond the money we may
give. God will put His finger on our time, talents, interests,
strength, energies, and capacities to enrich others’ lives. We
will have to set aside our own self-interest in order to give
to  others.  Only  the  presence  of  Christ  can  alter  our
characters enough to make such sacrifices a blessing instead
of  a  trial.  The  presence  of  Christ  remakes  our  entire
characters—we are no longer the flesh-centered persons we used
to be. Becoming spiritually centered is part of growing the
fruit of the Spirit. Consequently, the goodness that begins to
come out of us is not our own goodness, but God’s goodness—the
natural outgrowth of the Spirit of God within us. {eoa}
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