Scientists Unveil ‘Sword
Dragon’ Fossil on England’s
Coast, a Stunning Glimpse
Into God’'s Creation

Paleontologists in the U.K. have identified a new species of
marine reptile nicknamed the “Sword Dragon,” offering another
fascinating look at the creatures that once filled the earth’s
oceans.
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The fossil, officially named Xiphodracon goldencapensis, was
discovered in 2001 near Dorset’s Gold Cap along the Jurassic
Coast. After decades of study, researchers from the University
of Manchester confirmed it as a new species of ichthyosaur.
This extinct air-breathing reptile lived in the sea during the
same period as dinosaurs.
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A Wonder From the Deep

According to scientists, the “Sword Dragon” lived roughly 193
to 184 million years ago during what they call the
Pliensbachian period. The creature stretched around 10 feet
long and likely fed on fish and squid. The fossil is so well
preserved that it may still contain traces of its last meal.
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As reported by Fox News, university researcher Dean Lomax said
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the creature’s name comes from its long sword-like snout,
xipho from the Greek word for “sword,” and dracon from
“dragon,” a nod to ichthyosaurs being referred to as “sea
dragons” for centuries.
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Filling Gaps in the Fossil Record

Experts believe Xiphodracon is the most complete prehistoric
reptile ever found from that period. Its nearly perfect three-
dimensional preservation, including a skull with an enormous
eye socket, offers rare insight into a critical moment 1in
Earth’s history.
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Lomax called the discovery a “missing piece of the ichthyosaur
puzzle,” saying it helps researchers better understand how
these creatures lived and changed over time.

A Glimpse of Divine Design

Findings like this do not contradict Scripture but showcase
it. Each discovery reveals more about the complexity and
beauty of creation.
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While scientists study bones and sediment, believers see
evidence of design, purpose and order in every detail. They
testify to a Creator whose imagination has no limits.
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