
Rick Warren: How Holy Spirit
Can Keep You in His Perfect
Will
“He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake”
(Ps. 23:3b).

Life is composed of starts and stops.
When I took a couple guys from our staff for a hike one day, I
noticed we had both starts and stops along the way. We stopped
to look at something on the side of the trail; we started
again. We checked the trail maps; we paused for breaks.

On your journey in life, you’re not always walking. It will
always  include  starts  and  stops.  In  fact,  there  are  some
things you’ll need to stop doing and some things you’ll need
to  start  doing.  When  you  know  what  those  are,  you’ll  be
prepared to see the signs from God that, in his goodness, he
has set all along the way.

If David were writing Psalm 23:3 today, he might say, “God
keeps me on track.” The Good Shepherd doesn’t just feed us. He
leads us. He doesn’t just correct us. He directs us.

You may wonder then, “Why is it so difficult to figure out
what God wants me to do with my life? Why does God’s will
often seem hidden? Is God playing games with me? Does God
enjoy confusing me?” Of course not.

God has given us a road map: the Bible. God has given us a
compass: our conscience. God has also given us a personal
guidance counselor: the Holy Spirit. Clearly, God wants to
lead us in the paths of righteousness. This is important to
understand, because God never intended for you to figure out
the steps of your journey without him.
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How you get on mission and how you succeed at your mission are
God’s responsibilities. Your responsibility is to seek his
guidance and obey his directions.

Talk It Over

In the past, how did you know if a decision you made was
in line with God’s will?
How do you view God’s will differently after reading
this devotional?
In what ways do you think the Holy Spirit guides you in
the paths of righteousness? {eoa}
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