
Reports:  Trump  Taps  Another
General to Join Cabinet
In 2014, after seeing the surge of illegal immigrants entering
the country through our southern border, Marine Corps Gen.
(ret.) John Kelly told Congress he was shocked at how easily
smugglers  were  able  to  penetrate  the  border,  saying  it
represented a grave threat to national security.

Now, according to a report from the New York Times, he will be
able to do something about it.

The Times reports Kelly, who is currently out of the country
traveling, is President-elect Donald Trump’s pick to lead the
Department of Homeland Security. In that role, he will not
only take over the nation’s immigration and border control
policy but will also take an active role in preventing radical
Islamist attacks on U.S. soil.

He originally enlisted in 1970, serving for two years before
joining  the  inactive  reserve.  After  graduation  from  the
University  of  Massachusetts,  he  attended  Officer  Candidate
School and was commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant.

Kelly retired earlier this year as a four-star general, making
him the U.S. military’s longest-serving general. He is the
former Commander of the U.S. Southern Command, which focuses
its attention on Central and South America.

His official Department of Defense biography states:

General Kelly was born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts.
He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1970 and was discharged
as a sergeant in 1972, after serving in an infantry company
with the 2nd Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.
Following graduation from the University of Massachusetts in
1976, he was commissioned and returned to the 2nd Marine
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Division, where he served as a rifle and weapons platoon
commander, company executive officer, assistant operations
officer and infantry company commander. Sea duty in Mayport,
Florida, followed, at which time he served aboard aircraft
carriers USS Forrestal and USS Independence. In 1980, then-
Captain  Kelly  transferred  to  the  U.S.  Army’s  Infantry
Officer Advanced Course in Fort Benning, Georgia. After
graduation, he was assigned to Headquarters Marine Corps,
Washington, D.C., serving there from 1981 through 1984, as
an assignment monitor. Captain Kelly returned to the 2nd
Marine Division in 1984 to command a rifle and weapons
company. Promoted to the rank of major in 1987, he served as
the battalion’s operations officer.

In  1987,  Major  Kelly  transferred  to  the  Basic  School,
Quantico,  Virginia,  serving  first  as  the  head  of  the
Offensive Tactics Section, Tactics Group, and later assuming
the duties of the Director of the Infantry Officer Course.
After three years of instructing young officers, he attended
the Marine Corps Command and Staff College and the School
for Advanced Warfare, both located at Quantico. Completing
duty under instruction and selected for lieutenant colonel,
he was assigned as commanding officer, 1st Light Armored
Reconnaissance  Battalion,  1st  Marine  Division,  Camp
Pendleton, California. Holding this command position for two
years, Lieutenant Colonel Kelly returned to the East Coast
in 1994 to attend the National War College in Washington,
D.C.. He graduated in 1995 and was selected to serve as the
commandant’s  liaison  officer  to  the  U.S.  House  of
Representatives, Capitol Hill, where he was promoted to the
rank of colonel.

In 1999, Colonel Kelly transferred to joint duty and served
as the special assistant to the supreme allied commander,
Europe, in Mons, Belgium. He returned to the United States
in 2001 and was assigned to a third tour of duty at Camp
Lejeune, now as the assistant chief of staff G-3 with the



2nd  Marine  Division.  In  2002,  selected  to  the  rank  of
brigadier general, Colonel Kelly again served with the 1st
Marine  Division,  this  time  as  the  assistant  division
commander.  Much  of  Brigadier  General  Kelly’s  two-year
assignment was spent deployed in Iraq. He then returned to
Headquarters Marine Corps as the legislative assistant to
the commandant from 2004 to 2007. Promoted to major general,
he returned to Camp Pendleton as the commanding general, I
Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward). The command deployed
to Iraq in early 2008 for a year-long mission, replacing II
Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward) as Multinational Force-
West in Al Anbar and western Ninewa provinces. Lt. Gen.
Kelly commanded Marine Forces Reserve and Marine Forces
North from October 2009 to March 2011. General Kelly comes
to United States Southern Command from his previous position
as the Senior Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
from March 2011 to October 2012.

Kelly has one living son who is currently serving in the
Marines. Another son, who was killed in action in Afghanistan,
was also a Marine. {eoa}


