
Raising Her Voice to Change
Poverty and Child Abuse
Recording artist and singer Beckah Shae says one of the most
underutilized  weapons  Christians  have  is  their  voice.  The
Dove-award nominee isn’t referring to her soulful crooning;
she’s talking about speaking out against injustice. Every
day, she notes, children go hungry and young girls and boys
are trafficked for sex—not because there aren’t enough people
to  change  that,  but  because  those  who  are  aware  of  the
problems aren’t vocal enough about them. 

“This is the most powerful thing for me—to be a voice. I have
a powerful platform right now,” Shae says. She uses her voice
in numerous ways, including to create contemporary Christian
albums  such  as  Destiny,  her  most  recent.  She  is  also  a
spokesperson for Kids Alive, which fights poverty, and for
A21, which rescues girls from sex trafficking.

The songstress says she was both heartbroken and elated when
she visited Kenya to see the work Kids Alive was doing during
the drought that has created a hunger crisis in east Africa.
She witnessed the ministry helping to rescue orphans who had
been physically abused, then meeting the spiritual, physical,
educational  and  emotional  needs  of  the  children  who  had
nowhere else to turn.

“It’s more of a family-type setting. They make it like a
family so it’s not like an orphanage,” she says. 

Shae and her husband, a music producer, sponsor a child with
Kids Alive. She is committed to helping—and using her voice to
tell about the injustice and the work being done in Kenya to
change it.

“It’s not about everything we do,” Shae says, “it’s about [our
lack of] doing anything.”
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Beckah Shae’s favorite quote:

“We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the
vitriolic words and actions of the bad people, but for the
appalling silence of the good people.”
         —Martin Luther King Jr. 


