President Trump Says AHCA
Will Pass the Senate

President Donald Trump was late.

He was supposed to have already been “wheels up” in Air Force
One, on his way to New York City to meet with Australian Prime
Minister Malcom Turnbull ahead of the joint commemoration of
the 75th anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea during
World War II. But the House of Representatives had not yet
passed the American Health Care Act, and h wanted to see it
through.

And, once the bill passed, he stuck around even longer to
celebrate with Vice President Mike Pence, Speaker of the House
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and House Republicans at the White House.
During the celebration, he gave a speech to congratulate his
fellow Republicans on their victory, and to assure the
American public that the job wasn’t finished yet.

The following is a transcript of those comments:

Thank you very much. This really is the group. What a great
group of people. and they’re not even doing it for the
party, they’re doing it for this country-because we suffered
with Obamacare. I went through two years of campaigning, and
I'm telling you, no matter where I went, people were
suffering so badly with the ravages of Obamacare.

And I will say this, that as far as I'm concerned, your
premiums, they’'re going to start to come down. We’re going
to get this passed through the Senate. I feel so confident.
Your deductibles, when it comes to deductibles, they were so
ridiculous that nobody got to use their current plan-this
nonexistent plan that I heard so many wonderful things about
over the last three or four days. After that, I mean, it’s-I
don’t think you’re going to hear so much. Right now, the
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insurance companies are fleeing. It’s been a catastrophe.
And this is a great plan. I actually think it will get even
better. And this is, make no mistake, this is a repeal and
replace of Obamacare. Make no mistake about it. Make no
mistake.

And I think, most importantly, yes, premiums will be coming
down. Yes, deductibles will be coming down. But very
importantly, it’s a great plan. And ultimately, that’'s what
it’s all about.

We knew that wasn’t going to work. I predicted it a long
time ago. I said, it’'s failing. And now, it’s obvious that
it’s failing. It’s dead. It’'s essentially dead. If we don’t
pay lots of ransom money over to the insurance companies it
would die immediately.

So what we have is something very, very incredibly well-
crafted. Tell you what, there is a lot of talent standing
behind me. An unbelievable amount of talent, that I can tell
you. I mean it. And coming from a different world and only
being a politician for a short period of time-how am I
doing? Am I doing okay? I’'m President. Hey, I'm President.
Can you believe it? Right? I don’t know, it’s-I thought
you needed a little bit more time. They always told me, more
time. But we didn’t.

But we have an amazing group of people standing behind me.
They worked so hard and they worked so long. And when I
said, let’s do this, let’s go out, just short little shots
for each one of us and let’'s say how good this plan is—we
don’t have to talk about this unbelievable victory—wasn’t it
unbelievable? So we don’t have to say it again. But it's
going to be an unbelievable victory, actually, when we get
it through the Senate.

And there’s so much spirit there. But I said, let’'s go
out—we have a little list of some of the people-and I think



after that list goes, if they don’t talk too long, our first
list, we’re going to let some of the other folks just come
up and say whatever you want.

But we want to brag about the plan, because this plan
really—uh oh. Well, we may. But we’'re just going to talk a
little bit about the plan, how good it is, some of the great
features.

I want to thank Paul Ryan. He has worked so hard. I was
joking, I said, you know, Paul, for the last week I’'ve been
hearing “Paul Ryan doesn’t have it. It’s not working with
Paul Ryan. He’'s going to get rid of Paul Ryan.” And then
today I heard, “Paul Ryan is a genius, he’'s come a long
way.” Right?

The groups have all come together. We have the Tuesday
Group—we have so many groups. We have the Freedom Caucus. We
have—and they’'re all great people. But we have a lot of
groups. But they all came together. Really, Paul, I'd say in
the last three, four days—especially in the last day. I see
Mark and I see Kevin, I see so many people-Jim.

We just have developed a bond. This has really brought the
Republican Party together, as much as we’ve come up with a
really incredible healthcare plan. This has brought the
Republican Party together. We’re going to get this finished,
and then we’re going—as you know we put our tax plan in,
it’s a massive tax cut, the biggest tax cut in the history
of our country. I used to say the biggest since Ronald
Reagan. Now, it’s bigger than that. Also, pure tax reform.
So we're going to get that done next.

And this really helps it. A lot of people said, how come you
kept pushing healthcare, knowing how tough it is? Don’t
forget, Obamacare took 17 months. Hillary Clinton tried so
hard—really valiantly, in all fairness, to get health care
through. Didn’t happen. We’ve really been doing this for



eight weeks, if you think about it. And this is a real plan.
This is a great plan. And we had no support from the other
party.

So I just want to introduce somebody to say a few words who
really has been I think treated very unfairly, but it no
longer matters because we won and we’re going to finish it
off. And we’re going to go on with a lot of other things,
and we are going to have a tremendous four years and maybe,
even more importantly, we’'re going to have a tremendous
eight years. But we’'re going to start off with just a great
first year.

And, Paul Ryan, come up and say a few words. Congratulations
on a job well done.

You can watch the entire victory celebration, including
comments from both Ryan and the vice president, in the video
clip above. {eoa}



