Pray These Powerful Prayers
With Our National Fathers

It has become fashionable in some circles to deny the
Christian foundations of the United States. President’s Day
makes a good time to listen to the words of our national
fathers and join them in their prayers for America:

Benjamin Franklin: The Need for Divine
Guidance
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I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live the
more convincing proofs I see of this truth—-that God Governs
in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can
rise without His aid?

We have been assured, Sir, 1in the Sacred Writings, that
“except the Lord build the House, they labor in vain that
build it.” I firmly believe this; and I also believe that
without his concurring aid we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the Builders of Babel: We shall be
divided by our partial local interests; out projects will be
confounded, and we ourselves shall become a reproach and bye
word down on future ages.

And what 1s worse, mankind may thereafter from this
unfortunate instance, despair of establishing Governments by
Human wisdom and leave it to chance, war and conquest.

I therefore beg leave to move—-that henceforth prayers
imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its blessing on our
deliberations, be held in this Assembly every morning before
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we proceed to business, and that one or more of the clergy of
this city be requested to officiate in that service.”—June
28, 1787, at the Constitutional Convention.
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George Washington: Prayer for the U.S.

Almighty God, We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep
the United States in Thy Holy protection; and Thou wilt
incline the hearts of the Citizens to cultivate a spirit of
subordination and obedience to Government; and entertain a
brotherly affection and love for one another and for their
fellow Citizens of the United States at large, and
particularly for their brethren who have served in the Field.

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean
ourselves with that Charity, humility, and pacific temper of
mind which were the Characteristics of the Divine Author of
our blessed Religion, and without a humble imitation of whose
example in these things we can never hope to be a happy
nation.

Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Thomas Jefferson: Our Nation’s Prayer for
Peace
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