Pray, Fast and Intercede as
Nuclear Christmas Nears

As I write this, the world finds itself in growing peril. The
chilling warning from pro-Vladimir Putin spokesmen Sergey
Markov about the potential for nuclear war by Christmas is a
wake-up call of historic proportions. These are not just the
usual geopolitical rumblings—these are signs of the times, and
we must take them seriously.

Over the past few days, news has emerged that Ukraine has been
granted permission to use long-range missiles capable of
striking deep into Russian territory. This decision comes
after President Joe Biden approved Ukraine’s use of ATACMS, UK
Storm Shadow missiles and French Scalp missiles. While some
view this as a strategic move to put pressure on Russia, the
Kremlin’'s response has escalated the stakes to a horrifying
level. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has accused the
West of direct involvement, claiming these missile strikes
signal a joint attack by NATO.
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Markov’s chilling warning on BBC Radio 4-that this move by
Western allies is not a step but a “big jump” toward nuclear
catastrophe—has heightened global concerns. He suggested that
Britain and even the United States could become nuclear
targets. Meanwhile, Russian President Putin recently signed a
decree updating the nation’s nuclear doctrine, reserving the
right to use nuclear weapons against conventional attacks
supported by nuclear states. This doctrine, along with the
Kremlin’s rhetoric, signals that we are perilously close to
the unthinkable: the possibility of a global nuclear conflict.
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Markov, a key Putin ally, described this Christmas as a
potential turning point in human history. His warning that
Britons may need to spend the holiday season in bomb shelters
and that Russia views missile strikes into its territory as a
direct attack from NATO underscores the stakes of this moment.
Recent reports indicate that Ukraine fired six ATACMS missiles
at Russian territory just days after Biden’s green light, with
Russian air defenses managing to shoot down five and damage
the sixth.
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The implications of these actions are enormous. Russia has
begun producing mobile bomb shelters designed to protect
against nuclear fallout, a clear indication of how seriously
the Kremlin is taking these developments. Lavrov’'s comments
further underscore Russia’s position: the missiles fired into
Russian territory are seen as a joint attack by Ukraine and
the West, justifying a potential nuclear response.
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