Poll: Trust in Three Branches
of Government at Historic
Lows

Americans’ trust in the three branches of U.S. government 1is
at historic lows, specifically in the judicial branch,
according to a Gallup poll released on Friday.

Only 53 percent of respondents have a “great deal” or “a fair
amount” of trust in the judicial branch. This is a 23 percent
drop from the 76 percent of Americans that showed trust in the
judicial branch at the beginning of the Obama administration
in 2009.

However, the judicial branch has the highest rated level of
trust compared to the executive branch at 45 percent and the
legislative branch at 32 percent.

According to Gallup, this is because the Supreme Court tends
to be under less scrutiny from the public since the court’s
“work is not as constant a presence in the news media as 1is
the work of the president and Congress.”

The results of this poll have further contributed to a
downward trend in “widespread dissatisfaction with
government.”

Gallup reports, “The decline in trust in the judicial branch
likely stems from the Supreme Court’s controversial decisions
this year to legalize same-sex marriage and uphold a key
provision of the Affordable Care Act allowing Americans to
purchase subsidized health insurance through federally run
marketplaces.”

The recent decisions from the Supreme Court were predominantly
left-based, resulting in a 17 percent decline of Republicans’
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trust in the judicial branch over the past year and 37 percent
of Americans declaring the court “too liberal.”

Gallup surveyed 1,025 adults, ages 18 and older, from Sept.
9-13.

Sara Jones 1s a member of the Young Leaders Program at The
Heritage Foundation.

For the original article, visit the Daily Signal.



