People of Faith Must Defend
Our Nation's Founding
Principles

Today, we celebrate America’s 247th birthday.

While that might not seem long in the timeline of history, we
must remember that at one point, our country was referred to
as the “American Experiment,” a moniker which reflects the
uncertainty surrounding the viability of this new,
unprecedented and unproven attempt at self-government. After
all, before there was a Declaration of Independence or a Bill
of Rights, America was little more than the dream of a motley
crew of immigrants who sought freedom to practice their
religion and a fair, representative government.

The founders of the American eperiment crafted a government
whose authority, at its heart, flowed from certain
fundamental, biblical truths, not a person or personality. In
a letter to Thomas Jefferson—the author of the Declaration of
Independence—our second president, John Adams, said “the
general principles on which the Fathers achieved independence
were the general principles of Christianity.”

How incredible that a Founding Father admitted that the truth
of Christianity, not secular humanism or any other religious
system, provides the bedrock upon which this great nation has
been built!

The Declaration and its moral arguments would go on to inspire
the framework of the U.S. Constitution. As President Adams,
one of its drafters plainly admitted, it is “religion and
morality alone which can establish the principles upon which
freedom can securely stand. The only foundation of a free
constitution is pure virtue.”
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Adams would later say the Constitution “was made only for a
moral and religious people” and 1is, therefore, “wholly
inadequate to the government of any other” type of people.
America was founded to function only so long as moral and
religious people drew from their reservoir of virtue to guide
America forward.

I believe John Adams was correct. America has a historical
legacy undoubtedly established in Christianity. We've
experienced God’s blessing because from the beginning, our
Founders sought His wisdom rather than relied on their own.
For as Psalm 33:12 declares, “Blessed is the nation whose God
is the Lord, the people whom He has chosen as His
inheritance.” That means people of faith must stand guard to
keep this American Experiment alive, to defend the principles
that have advanced religious liberty, peace, prosperity and
freedom.

I pray your family has a wonderful day celebrating America’s
birthday. Make sure to take time to reflect on our nation’s
founding principles and thank God that His eternal law so
clearly influenced the writers of the Declaration of
Independence and U.S. Constitution.

Ultimately, it is God’s truth, not man’s system of government
or laws, that we must be rooted in. As we celebrate this
Independence Day, let the history of our nation’s founding
remind us to be vigilant to think, pray and vote according to
our Christian faith. {eoa}
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