Pastor Visits U.S.-Mexico
Border, Tells What He Really
Saw

Why has the issue of illegal immigration dominated the
conversation in our nation over the years? I believe there
are, at least, three reasons the border issue 1is at the
forefront of politics:

1. ITt’s a legitimate crisis.
2. Some want open borders to add voters to their party.
3. It's hard to balance justice and compassion.

The main question for me was: How does our government address
a legitimate issue, show compassion and administer justice
while guarding the American public? So, to find the answers, I
recently had the privilege of touring our Mexican border with
other California pastors, including Jack Hibbs and Tony
Perkins.

What I found was both remarkable and disheartening. Remarkable
in that I was able to see firsthand the care and compassion
demonstrated by our Border Patrol and Customs officers—the
task 1s enormous. And disheartening because these truths are
not being adequately told to the American people and, instead,
are being twisted for political gain. If we don’t control the
true narrative, a false narrative will be controlled by
others. This is why I spend a great deal of time writing
articles. (More can be found at my website.)

5 Things You Need to Know

Here are five things that really caught my attention based on
my day at the busiest border crossing in America and the fifth
largest in the world-San Ysidro.
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1. The media is clearly twisting the facts. Remember the large
caravan that tried to come into America? The border facility
that I visited is not set up to receive 7,500 people at once.
Some of the negative captions you saw of people sitting under
bridges was actually to provide shade while Customs assessed
the situation. And the “kids in cages” photo was actually
taken in 2014. I hope you caught that-2014, before our current
president was in office.

One of the biggest shocks came when I was able to talk to the
officer who had firsthand knowledge of the woman who was
supposedly told to drink from the toilet. The officer on the
scene actually said the opposite: “We don’t want them drinking
out of toilets.” I'm very disappointed in the lawmakers who
twisted this. The standard of living that Customs provides 1is
noteworthy. Immigrants receive four meals a day, and kids are
never left alone. Doctors who can provide medication are also
on staff. Special meals are even served to people who have
dietary restrictions. Granted, there are some disheartening
conditions that I wish I had answers for, as in the case of
the Matamoros refugee camp on the Texas-Mexico border. But the
big lesson for me was that we must acquire our information
from reputable sources.

2. Building a wall is not mean-spirited. I’'ve never heard a
good argument as to why there shouldn’t be a wall marking
boundaries and securing them. Most of us go home to secure
borders every night. We lock our doors, shut our gates and
build walls along our property lines. Is that mean-spirited?
Of course not. Even hospitals, courthouses and countless other
locations have borders consisting of boundaries, perimeters
and dividing lines. (Wayne Grudem wrote an exceptional article
about what the Bible says about border walls.)

Be clear on this point: The push toward open borders is more
about votes than about truly helping people. We need not look
any further than Venezuela to see the destruction of open
borders; it was the final nail in the coffin. When you combine



socialism (something all Democratic presidential hopefuls
openly support) with open borders like Venezuela, it’s not
sustainable. Venezuela was thriving just a little over 20
years ago. Now it finds itself crumbling from within and
dealing with deplorable conditions, largely because of open
borders with Colombia. They did not steward their sovereignty
correctly. We cannot make the same mistake.

As I've said before, open borders would be like me telling my
kids to leave their windows open in case a stranger needs a
warm night’s sleep. That would be severe parental neglect
because many harmful things could also enter through those
open windows. Open borders would parallel that type of
irresponsibility. Our financial system cannot support people
flooding in who need assistance. Word of that would spread
quickly and we’d soon have 250,000 on our border at one time
wanting access. How is that using wisdom? There 1is a better
way, but we must seek God for wisdom.

3. Parents are not being separated from their children as
portrayed. Customs and Border Patrol do everything they can to
keep families together. Many of these officers have kids of
their own; they feel the pain. When detained, families are not
separated. They are treated with dignity and respect. Sadly,
kids are often smuggled in with families who they don’t even
know. When caught, Customs tries to provide the best
environment for the child while sorting out the details.

If a parent is charged with what is referred to as criminal
law, then the child is placed with the proper authorities if a
close family member cannot be located-not unlike a person
being arrested in America for a DUI with a child in the car.
If the police officer cannot get a hold of the driver’s
family, the child will be placed elsewhere, while the driver
is arrested for child endangerment. Border officials spend an
enormous amount of time trying to find placement with family
members when displacement does happen. In hard conditions,
such as in Matamoros, the risk of kids being taken by



traffickers is high. But Customs and Border Patrol are not the
problem; they, along with the administration, are working
toward a solution. As Perkins recently commented, “I have
appealed to the president to ensure the U.S. provides the
opportunity, for those legitimately seeking asylum because of
persecution, to still find refuge in our country. That said,
asylum should not be used as a loophole to come into the
country and remain illegally.”

Most in the media highlight the bad and avoid the good,
depending on who is in office. The Washington Examiner
recently reported that more than 375,000 immigrants (detained
as family units) were released in America in 2019. U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) helped to release
many of these individuals. Why don’t we hear more about the
positives?

4. We need to stop the blame game because no one agency owns
the entire immigration process. Different agencies, from
Border Patrol to Customs, all have different functions. Border
Patrol focuses on preventing people from coming in illegally,
whereas Customs deals with people coming in legally (for the
most part) at the port of entry. Border agencies are not there
to turn everyone away like guards at the border of North
Korea; they try to care for the needs of the immigrants and
point them in the right direction, while simultaneously
fighting crime. I was able to view the bullet holes in the
main control tower from someone opening fire some time ago
with an automatic weapon. It’s a hard job, and the officers we
met were dedicated people. As one person told me, “Agents and
officers see people across every demographic, from people on
the vacation of their lives, to people fleeing violence and
persecution and running for their lives, every day, 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.” In all cases they want everyone to
come to the legal port of entry-that is the safest way.

No doubt, terrible things happen at the border, but we can’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater. There are bad



politicians, bad policemen and bad pastors, yet we don't
demand to shut down the government, disband the police force
or close down all churches.

5. The task is monumental; there are no quick fixes. The
compassion of Customs and Border Patrol agents was very
evident—they feel for those trying to cross the border, but
they have also vowed to protect U.S. citizens. Can you imagine
watching for illegal drugs such as Fentanyl, heroine and
crystal, while at the same time discerning between what child
is being sex-trafficked and what family truly needs help? And
I thought pastoring was hard. Add to this the thousands of
arrest warrants served on an annual basis and the plethora of
people speaking different languages crossing the border, and
you soon see why this is a major challenge. It’s an
unbelievable task, and they need our prayers and support
rather than our constant criticism.

The Border Is an Act of Compassion

Many seeking residency here in the U.S. are law-abiding
people, but it’'s equally true that many want to harm our
nation, whether through terorrism, drug trafficking or other
criminal behavior. After all, if we follow the advice of
people like Los Angeles mayor Eric Garcetti, we are telling
them that the laws really don’t matter. Consider this, 1in
Mayor Garcetti’s own words: “Regardless of your immigration
status, I want every Angeleno to know your city is on your
side. Here in Los Angeles, our police department does not
coordinate with ICE or participate in immigration
enforcement.” What a travesty. We must come together for the
betterment of society, or there is no lasting solution.

For those unaware, ICE was created in response to 9/11. They
are not at the border tearing families apart but inside the
U.S. protecting families by arresting, detaining and deporting
those who are already here illegally, many of whom are
committing crimes. I'm not for breaking up families if a



person is contributing to society, but ICE 1is primarily
focused on those who are a threat. We must always remember
that ICE, Customs and Border Patrol did not create this
environment; they are simply responding to it. Ironically, no
one said anything when ICE was under President Obama’s
leadership.

The Real Problem We Are Facing

There is not a one-size-fits-all approach. Can we streamline
the process and welcome immigrants who will help build America
rather than tear it down, enabling them to contribute to
society so that everyone benefits? I hope so. We should have
compassion, but compassion doesn’t overstep justice.

If the truth was told to the public, Americans would know that
Democratic presidents from Clinton to Obama all made
statements about securing our border. So why 1is Trump
ridiculed but past presidents praised? Because this is all
about politics and votes; it’s about power, not people. Many
don’t want to fix America; they want to destroy it so they can
remake it in their own image. This is the real problem we are
facing.

Charges have been leveled at many conservatives saying that we
are ignorant and out of touch or heartless. In reality, we are
far more in tune with the spirit of the Constitution and the
intent of the Founders as well as the biblical principles that
guided them. With drug traffickers engineering special
compartments in vehicles to hide methamphetamine and other
drugs and putting it inside of candy that could easily end up
in the hands of our children, we have even more reason to
secure our borders. Protecting our borders also involves
protecting our own citizens.

A Big Misconception About Government

It’s our responsibility to help others and meet genuine needs,
but Paul also said that “if any will not work, neither shall



he eat” (2 Thess. 3:10). Granted, we must help those who are
poor as the result of calamity, suffering and so on, but it’s
dangerous to continue enabling those who can work. This is why
socialism does not work. If I recall correctly, the Pilgrims
attempted to throw all their produce into one system to be
evenly distributed. The system almost wiped them out because
the hard workers lost motivation to harvest the crops, and
those inclined to laziness had no reason to work.

A big misconception is that the president and Congress should
apply Jesus’ teaching to the government. This is disastrous.
Should we “turn the other cheek” to terrorists and drug
traffickers? Of course not. Contextually, Jesus was referring
to personal affronts and insults, not to the administration of
justice. One of the primary purposes of the government is to
protect the nation. All public servants and members of the
military are required to recite an oath that reads, in part,
that they will “defend .. against all enemies, foreign and
domestic” (refer to Rom. 13:1-7).

I don’t deny that Jesus taught that we will be judged by what
we do for the hungry, the stranger, the sick and the prisoner
(Matt. 25), but this is an admonition for believers, not for
governments. Granted, it’s good for governments to help when
they can, but in reality, that’s our job. The church can
better discern between providing for a genuine need, enabling
poverty and creating dependence. There is a better way, but
our leaders must seek God for wisdom. That'’s where we have
been dropping the ball and where we need to pick it up again.



