
Pastor  Ditches  Traditional
Pulpit for YouTube Ministry
In  a  rapidly  changing  world,  where  traditional  church
attendance is on the decline, Gavin Ortlund, senior pastor of
the 100-member First Baptist Church of Ojai in California, has
made a bold decision. He’s leaving the pulpit to embrace full-
time ministry through his Truth Unites channel on YouTube,
where he’s already touched the lives of millions with his
theological depth and biblical insights.

With over 3.6 million views and more than 40,000 subscribers,
Ortlund’s online ministry has become a powerful platform to
share the gospel and provide spiritual guidance. He believes
YouTube  offers  incredible  opportunities  for  spreading  the
message of Christ far and wide.

“YouTube  is  such  a  strategic  place  for  ministry;  the
opportunities are just unbelievable,” Ortlund declared in a
recent YouTube announcement.

Ortlund  acknowledges  the  significant  shift  in  religious
engagement in the United States. “We’re going through the
greatest season of religious decline in our nation’s history,”
he shared. “About 40 million people have stopped going to
church.  And  then  those  who  don’t  have  any  religious
affiliation,  which  is  a  little  different  demographic,
interestingly, has spiked to over 30%. Thirty years ago, it
was only 5%. It’s just this massive sea change, and especially
in the younger generation, there are so many people leaving
their faith.”

Through  Truth  Unites,  a  ministry  that  “exists  to  promote
gospel assurance through theological depth,” Ortlund is on a
mission to reach those who have walked away from traditional
church  settings.  He’s  passionate  about  re-centering,
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reconstructing, revitalizing and re-stabilizing faith in those
who have questioned or lost it.

Moving to Tennessee with his wife and five children, Ortlund’s
ministry will operate under Renewal Ministries, led by his
parents.  He  will  also  serve  as  a  resident  theologian  at
Emmanuel Church in the Nashville area.
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Ortlund expressed that his decision is driven by a desire to
focus on his true passions. “It’s been a busy three years,” he
shared. “Over the last year or so, it’s ratcheted up to one
level further of busyness. This change allows me to focus a
little bit more and not feel like I’m doing five different
things all at once.”

With more time on his hands, Ortlund plans to write books on
subjects like the sacraments and existentialism, all while
accepting speaking engagements related to his online ministry.
He hopes to answer questions, address pressing issues and meet
the spiritual needs of a changing world.

While Ortlund’s transition is a significant step, it raises an
important question: is this the way many preachers are moving
toward a digital platform instead of a traditional church?
Does this digital approach align with what the Bible says
about communing together?

As believers, we must contemplate the implications of this
shift  and  seek  guidance  from  the  Word  of  God.  The  Bible
emphasizes the importance of gathering together for worship
and fellowship, as stated in Hebrews 10:24-25: “And let us
consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much more as
you see the Day approaching.”
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While Ortlund’s journey is undoubtedly impactful, it sparks a
discussion about the balance between digital ministry and the
biblical call to gather and fellowship. It’s a conversation
worth having, especially in a world where the ways of worship
are rapidly evolving. {eoa}
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