Pacific Justice Institute
Petitions Supreme Court to
Protect Religious Freedom of
Counselors

For the better part of a decade, the Pacific Justice Institute
(PJI) has been battling the state of California over a law
that prohibits licensed counselors from providing assistance
to certain youth in need of biblically based spiritual
counseling.

In a statement Friday morning, PJI revealed it is now taking
its fight to the U.S. Supreme Court:

The Writ of Certiorari filed with the Supreme Court is the
next step to furthering the battle to protect freedom of
religion and freedom of speech for individuals both giving
and receiving counseling.

“If the Supreme Court grants our petition for Certiorari,
this will be the most important freedom of religion case for
this year and will impact the rights of counseling
ministries across the country, potentially for generations
to come,” said Brad Dacus, president and founder of PJI.

Since the passing of SB 1172, which bars licensed counselors
from assisting youth who want to change or reduce same-sex
attractions, PJI has worked to defend counseling that takes
place within church walls. The law also prohibits counseling
that would steer youth away from gender confusion.

Last year, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals disregarded
PJI's concerns over freedom of religion and individual
privacy by their rejection to review legal authorities
brought to the court’s attention.
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PJI originally filed suit against SB 1172 in 2012 and is
committed to continue the fight for an individual’'s right to
seek counseling in agreement with their faith without state
interference.



