Oscar Winner Robert Duvall
Dead at 95: His Surprising
Connection to Pentecostal
Worship

Robert Selden Duvall, the esteemed Academy Award-winning actor
whose career spanned more than six decades and dozens of
unforgettable performances, died Sunday at the age of 95, his
wife, Luciana Pedraza, announced. Duvall passed away
peacefully at home, surrounded by loved ones, according to her
statement.

“Yesterday we said goodbye to my beloved husband, cherished
friend, and one of the greatest actors of our time,” Pedraza
wrote. “Bob .. gave everything to his characters and to the
truth of the human spirit they represented.” She thanked fans
for their support and for time and privacy to honor his
memory.

A native of San Diego, California, Duvall was known for his
extraordinary range, bringing depth, nuance, and authenticity
to roles in landmark films such as The Godfather, Apocalypse
Now and Lonesome Dove. He won the Academy Award for Best Actor
for his portrayal of country singer Mac Sledge in Tender
Mercies and earned acclaim for his ability to inhabit
characters whose flaws were as revealing as their strengths.

Duvall’s career was defined not just by versatility but by a
commitment to truth in performance. Whether portraying
hardened lawmen, conflicted preachers or soulful wanderers, he
drew out the heart of each character with a quiet intensity
that captivated audiences worldwide.
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Faith and Pentecostalism

While Duvall was famously private about his personal beliefs,
his spiritual interests found profound expression in his
passion project, The Apostle. The film — which Duvall wrote,
directed, produced and starred in — tells the story of a
charismatic Pentecostal preacher, and it began as an idea
rooted in a real encounter that transformed how he viewed
religious expression.

In the 1960s, while researching a role in an off-Broadway
production, Duvall found himself drawn into a small rural
Pentecostal church in Hughes, Arkansas. He later wrote that he
had “never seen such an extraordinary outward expression of
faith.” Inside the simple white clapboard building, he heard
tambourines and organs, saw congregants on their feet singing,
clapping and shouting praises — an infectious joy of worship
that “crackled with the Spirit.”

The experience stayed with him for years, compelling him to
explore the authenticity, passion and cadence of Pentecostal
preaching — not as a caricature, but as a living expression of
faith. When The Apostle finally reached the screen in 1997
after years of work and personal investment, it was a
testament to that early spiritual revelation and to Duvall’s
desire to portray religious conviction with dignity and
respect.

In crafting the film, he immersed himself in the world of
Pentecostal and evangelical churches across the American
South, absorbing speech rhythms, worship styles and the lived
faith of real congregants. That depth of research lent The
Apostle an authenticity praised by both religious and secular
audiences alike, and reflected Duvall’s belief that faith, in
its many forms, could be a source of profound human
storytelling.
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