Of Course Big Brother Was
Spying on Trump’s Calls — The
Shocking Truth Is That They
Spy on All of Our Calls

The mainstream media is all in an uproar over Donald Trump’s
claim that Barack Obama personally ordered the phones in Trump
Tower to be “wiretapped” just before the election.

But nobody should really be surprised that the government was
listening to Donald Trump’s phone calls. After all, the truth
is that they systematically collect the content of all forms
of digital communication, and this has been going on for many
years.

During Obama’s presidency, nobody really got too upset when it
was revealed that the Obama administration was spying on
friendly foreign leaders (including Angela Merkel); nobody got
too upset when it was revealed that the Obama administration
was spying on journalists; and nobody got too upset when it
was revealed that the NSA was grabbing baby photos and nude
selfies off of the Internet. But now that Trump has gotten
extremely angry because the government was listening to his
calls, maybe something will finally be done about all of this
unconstitutional surveillance.

Before I discuss how the government 1is systematically
monitoring all of us, first let’s talk about Trump. Back on
Jan. 11, the Guardian reported that before the election the
FBI applied for a warrant two separate times to monitor the
communications of members of Trump’s political team:

The Guardian has learned that the FBI applied for a warrant
from the foreign intelligence surveillance (FISA) court over
the summer in order to monitor four members of the Trump team
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suspected of irregular contacts with Russian officials. The
FISA court turned down the application asking FBI counter-
Iintelligence investigators to narrow 1its focus. According to
one report, the FBI was finally granted a warrant in October,
but that has not been confirmed, and it is not clear whether
any warrant led to a full investigation.

The warrant was needed to get access to the digital
communications of those individuals and to use those
communications in a criminal investigation. As is the case
with all other Americans, the digital communications of those
individuals were already being gathered on a systematic basis,
and the FBI wanted to dig in to those communications to see if
anything illegal was going on.

Former Bush Attorney General Michael Mukasey made headlines
all over the country on Sunday when he admitted that it was
probably true that there was ongoing surveillance of Trump and
his team:

Former Attorney General Michael Mukasey on Sunday said that
President Trump 1is likely correct that there was surveillance
on Trump Tower for intelligence purposes, but incorrect in
accusing former President Barack Obama of ordering the
wiretapping.

“I think he’s right in that there was surveillance and that
it was conducted at the behest of the attorney general-at the
Justice Department,” Mukasey told ABC’s This Week.

But once again, it is vital to understand that nothing special
was done to any of their phones. The truth is that government
spooks can listen to any of our phones any time that they
would like, and in a classified briefing to Congress, the NSA
even admitted “that it does not need court authorization to
listen to domestic phone calls”:



Rep. Jerrold Nadler, a New York Democrat, disclosed on
Thursday that during a secret briefing to members of
Congress, he was told that the contents of a phone call could
be accessed “simply based on an analyst deciding that.”

If the NSA wants “to listen to the phone,” an analyst’s
decision 1is sufficient, without any other legal authorization
required, Nadler said he learned. “I was rather startled,”
said Nadler, an attorney and congressman who serves on the
House Judiciary committee.

Most Americans simply do not realize that the content of every
single call that they make 1is recorded and stored
indefinitely. Once in a while this even gets mentioned on the
mainstream news. For example, the following is a from a
transcript of an exchange that took place when Erin Burnett of
CNN interviewed former FBI counterterrorism agent Tim
Clemente:

BURNETT: Tim, 1is there any way, obviously, there is a voice
mail they can try to get the phone companies to give that up
at this point. It’s not a voice mail. It’s just a
conversation. There’s no way they actually can find out what
happened, right, unless she tells them?

CLEMENTE: No, there is a way. We certainly have ways 1in
national security investigations to find out exactly what was
said in that conversation. It’s not necessarily something
that the FBI is going to want to present in court, but it may
help lead the investigation and/or lead to questioning of
her. We certainly can find that out.

BURNETT: So they can actually get that? People are saying,
look, that is incredible.

CLEMENTE: No, welcome to America. All of that stuff is being
captured as we speak, whether we know it or like it or not.



When asked about this systematic collection of material, the
former chief technology officer of the CIA once made the
following statement: “We fundamentally try to collect
everything and hang onto it forever.”

So you should never do anything on the phone or on the
internet that you would not want to be made public.

And no, I am not exaggerating whatsoever.

If you doubt what I am saying, just consider the following
example:

And the NSA would never abuse its awesome surveillance power,
right? Wrong. In 2008, NSA workers told ABC News that they
routinely eavesdropped on phone sex between troops serving
overseas and their loved ones in America. They listened in on
both satellite phone calls and calls from the phone banks 1in
Irag’s Green Zone where soldiers call home. Former Navy Arab
linguist, David Murfee Faulk described how a coworker would
say, “Hey, check this out .. there’s good phone sex or there’s
some pillow talk, pull up this call, it’s really funny, go
check it out.” Faulk explained they would gossip about the
best calls during breaks. “It would be some colonel making
pillow talk and we would say, ‘Wow, this was crazy.'”

Every intimate conversation that you have ever had on the
telephone in recent years is stored in a government server
somewhere.

And the same thing 1s true regarding pretty much everything
that you have done on the Internet in recent years. According
to the Washington Post, the federal government is “tapping
directly into the central servers” of nine top Internet
companies:

The National Security Agency and the FBI are tapping directly
into the central servers of nine leading U.S. Internet



companies, extracting audio, video, photographs, e-mails,
documents and connection logs that enable analysts to track a
person’s movements and contacts over time.

The highly classified program, code-named PRISM, has not been
disclosed publicly before. Its establishment in 2007 and six
years of exponential growth took place beneath the surface of
a roiling debate over the boundaries of surveillance and
privacy. Even late last year, when critics of the foreign
intelligence statute argued for changes, the only members of
Congress who knew about PRISM were bound by oaths of office
to hold their tongues.

So don’'t do anything on the internet that you would not like
the government to see, because they are watching.

Many of the very large technology companies that are involved
in this data collection effort are probably very familiar to
you. Here is more from the article quoted above:

The technology companies, which participate knowingly 1in
PRISM operations, include most of the dominant global players
of Silicon Valley. They are listed on a roster that bears
their logos in order of entry into the program: “Microsoft,
Yahoo, Google, Facebook, PalTalk, AOL, Skype, YouTube,
Apple.”

And as I mentioned above, the government is systematically
scooping up and recording baby photos, selfies, medical
records and a whole host of other data without our permission.
The following comes from CNN:

Heaps of baby photos, fitness selfies, medical records and
resumes are among thousands of private communications scooped
up and stored by NSA spy programs.

That’s according to new disclosures based on documents Edward
Snowden, the former National Security Agency contractor, gave



to The Washington Post—disclosures that show just how easy it
1s for Americans’ private conversations to be swept into the
spy agency’s traps.

Snowden provided the Post with what it said were 160,000
intercepted conversations, 1including e-mails, 1instant
messages, photographs, social network posts and other
documents. The trove included messages exchanged from 2009
through 2012, and some were hundreds of pages long.

To store this vast amount of information, the NSA has
constructed the largest data center on the entire planet in
Utah.

It has about a million square feet of storage space, it cost
approximately two billion dollars to construct, and it takes
about 40 million dollars a year to pay the energy bill for
this ridiculously oversized facility.

And according to Fox News, this data center has the capability
of storing 5 zettabytes of data:

The NSA says the Utah Data Center is a facility for the
intelligence community that will have a major focus on cyber
security. The agency will neither confirm nor deny specifics.
Some published reports suggest it could hold 5 zettabytes of
data. (Just one zettabyte is the equivalent of about 62
billion stacked iPhones 5 's—that stretches past the moon.

Sadly, they aren’t exactly respectful of our data once they
have gathered it. It has been reported that “nude photographs
picked up of people in ‘sexually compromising’ situations are
routinely passed around,” and it has also been reported that
the NSA even has the ability to remotely activate the cameras
and microphones on your digital devices.

We have become a “Big Brother society” where literally nobody
is safe from government surveillance.



One survey that was conducted by Pew Research found that 64
percent of all investigative journalists believe that the
government is spying on them. And in her book entitled
Stonewalled: My Fight for Truth Against the Forces of
Obstruction, Intimidation and Harassment 1in Obama’s
Washington, former CBS News reporter Sharyl Attkisson claimed
that she actually has evidence that government spooks remotely
activated her personal computer numerous times, monitored her
keystrokes and even buried incriminating documents on her hard
drive.

For years, this kind of unconstitutional surveillance has been
talked about, but no action has ever been taken to try to stop
it.

But now that the president of the United States himself has
been a victim, perhaps something will finally be done. {eoa}



