My Gut Says Yes, but the Holy
Spirit Says NO

If I seek to be a spirit-led leader, I must expect to hear the
Holy Spirit say “no.”

“They went throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia and
were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word 1in
Asia. When they came near Mysia, they tried to go into
Bithynia, but the Spirit did not allow them” (Acts 16:6-7).

Imagine the work of Paul and his missionary team 1in
preparation to enter into Phrygia. Surely they had a
strategy. The region was not unknown to them and the culture
was probably one they understood well. The region seemed like
a perfect opportunity for a church plant. We read later in
Acts 19 verse 10 that the region was indeed a fertile ground
for ministry.

“All who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus.”
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It’s not always easy to understand a “no.” But we do have
insight into the direction of the Holy Spirit in this case.
Perhaps the Holy Spirit knew the time was critical for Paul to
meet Dr. Luke. Perhaps the ministry in Macedonia was more
important in a timing sense.
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I wonder how many ministers and leaders miss a “no” from the
Holy Spirit. World history would have been impacted had Paul
not been obedient in this one seemingly simple decision to
“obey” a “no.” Many leaders are challenged when they hear the
word “no.” Some see “no” as an invitation to press on and find
a way. For some, “no” is simply a suggestion.
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The difference is that Paul heard a spiritual “no.” We don’t
know how Paul heard from God, we only know that he did. We
also know Paul moved with instant obedience to the Holy
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Spirit.

As we lead our organizations, we must develop confidence in
our knowledge that we hear God. We must stay open and willing
to hear the word “no.”

We must sharpen our eyes and ears and soften our hearts to
become willing to hear that our big idea isn’t of the Lord. He
protects us from ourselves. If we truly expect to receive the
favor of God, we must be ready to hear Him say, “No, my
son. Not at this time. Check back with me in another season.”

Help us, Lord, to receive the favor of a “no.”

NOODLING
Here'’'s something I'm trying or thinking about today ..

This 1s not an endorsement or recommendation. It'’s
just noodling.

I read Content Inc. by Joe Pulizzi a few months ago. I
reviewed it again this past weekend.

The book could have been titled, The Missing Puzzle Piece to
Platform Development.

“Build your audience first, then create your product.” My
favorite section of the book addresses “content tilting.”
There is always a niche for your message.

We only need to find the intersection between our heart and a
unique message arc.

PLATFORM TIP No. 13

To help you develop content, stay focused on your “why.” Pray



over your personal why. Ask the Lord for more depth of
understanding.

Why do you do what you do?
Your platform message is waiting in the answer to your why.

If you lose your why, you’ll lose your way.

Do you want to learn more about developing your personal
platform?

Send for my free series of lessons titled, “The Fundamentals
of Creating, Curating and Developing Content for Multiple
Platforms.” Send your request to: platform@.

This is an exclusive offer to Ministry Today and “Greenelines”
readers.

We will not share your email address with anyone.




