Museum of the Bible to
Explore Queen Esther’s Legacy
in ‘Esther in America’ Event

While you may have heard of Queen Esther of biblical fame, did
you know her legacy extends far beyond ancient times?

Museum of the Bible will host “Esther in America” on Feb. 11,
an event in celebration of Rabbi Stuart Halpern’s newest book
of the same title. Halpern received his rabbinic ordination
from Rabbi Chaim Brovender and currently serves as the senior
adviser to the provost and the senior program officer of the
Straus Center for Torah and Western Thought at Yeshiva
University, where he holds a doctorate in education from the
Azrieli Graduate School of Education and Administration.
Halpern has edited and co-edited more than a dozen books,
including Proclaim Liberty Throughout the Land: The Hebrew
Bible in the United States, a No. 1 bestseller on Amazon. He
has lectured around the world, and his writings have been
featured in Tablet, Jewish Review of Books, Tradition and The
Lehrhaus.

Halpern will be joined by Erica Brown, director of The George
Washington University’s Mayberg Center for Jewish Education
and an associate professor of curriculum and pedagogy; Liel
Leibovitz, a senior writer for Tablet magazine and a host of
the Unorthodox podcast; and Tevi Troy, a presidential
historian and a former senior government official. The four
scholars will discuss how the book of Esther has been
interpreted in the United States and how Esther’s story has
played a crucial role in American social and political
history.

“Esther’s extraordinary life—an orphaned Jewish girl becoming
queen of the Persian Empire and saving her people from
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genocide—has inspired people for generations,” said Shannon
Bennett, director of communications for Museum of the Bible.
“I was fortunate to live and study in Israel, whose people are
living testaments to Esther’s legacy: Her brave actions helped
secure the future of a nation. From the pages of Scripture,
she continues to urge us to live by faith, act courageously
for the welfare of others and lead with humility.”

“Esther in America” will be held virtually on Zoom. The event
will begin at 7 p.m. EST with the panel discussion and will
include a brief question and answer session. Tickets are $ for
general admission and $ for Museum of the Bible members and
students.

More information on the event is available here.

More information on Museum of the Bible is available here.
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