
Mr.  President,  Where’s  the
Accountability?
Saturday, August 10 marks the third month of the IRS scandal.

On May 10, when Lois Lerner, the former director of the IRS
exempt organizations division, answered a question at a legal
conference—a  question  she  arranged  to  have  asked  in
advance—she clearly had no idea what would happen next.

When  she  admitted  that  the  IRS  had  targeted  conservative
groups simply because of their political beliefs, she touched
off a national firestorm. Her inept attempt to apologize for
the agency’s blunder and put it to rest backfired.

In the past three months, we have learned that the Obama
administration  repeatedly  tried  to  downplay  this  unlawful
targeting scheme, which is an unprecedented breach of the
public’s trust by the IRS.

We also know that the scandal continues to expand. And we know
that the Obama administration is doing very little to get to
the bottom of what happened, despite the president’s promise
to the American people that the administration would “hold the
responsible parties accountable.”

Today,  after  all  this  time,  it’s  clear  that  the  Obama
administration isn’t really interested in the facts about how
this  could  happen  at  the  IRS  or  about  holding  anyone
accountable.

In  fact,  President  Obama  has  moved  on,  calling  the  IRS
targeting scheme a “phony” scandal and acting as if corrective
action has been taken and the problem solved.

Not so fast.

From the beginning, the facts did not square with the excuses
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offered up to the American public by the Obama administration.

It did not take long to punch holes in the IRS’ story that the
scheme to target conservatives began in a small office run by
just a couple of rogue agents.

In our lawsuit against the IRS, on behalf of 41 conservative
organizations  in  22  states,  the  evidence  is  very  clear:
Documents have revealed that IRS offices coast to coast were
involved in the scheme, including Lois Lerner herself! In
fact,  she  sent  more  than  a  dozen  letters  to  conservative
organizations  asking  them  intrusive  and  inappropriate
questions.

The White House has also claimed that the unconstitutional
targeting of conservative organizations ended in May 2012.
Again, our documents clearly show that the IRS abuse continued
through May 2013, with the most recent letter dated May 6,
2013—just four days before Lerner’s admission.

And  we  now  know,  thanks  to  the  testimony  of  former  IRS
attorneys,  that  the  office  of  the  IRS  chief  counsel  (a
political presidential appointee) was involved in the scheme
too. This testimony raises important questions about President
Obama’s knowledge of or involvement in the scheme.

Now there’s new information to suggest that the IRS may have
been providing taxpayer information to the Federal Election
Commission (FEC), something that violates federal law and the
IRS’ own regulations.

An FEC commissioner says he has seen previously undisclosed
emails between the IRS and FEC about the targeting scheme. And
lawmakers are now demanding the FEC turn over records of more
than five years of communications with the IRS.

All of this information comes as the Obama administration
continues to stonewall Congress about the scandal—providing
just a fraction of the information requested.



Noting the three month mark since the scandal began, Reps.
Darrell Issa (Calif.) and Dave Camp (Mich.), chairmen of the
House Committees on Oversight and Ways and Means, have voiced
their concern, saying in a statement, “The American people
demand and deserve accountability from their government, not
to live in fear of being subject to an audit or other extra
scrutiny for reasons unrelated to the content of their filing.
So  far,  the  IRS  and  this  administration  have  provided  no
assurances that oversight and accountability is in place to
prevent such abuses from happening again.”

The president did order the new acting IRS Commissioner Daniel
Werfel to conduct a 30-day review of the IRS scandal. Yes, you
read that right—just a 30-day review to investigate a scheme
that had been underway for years. It’s no surprise that Werfel
claims the 30-day review turned up no “evidence of intentional
wrongdoing by anyone in the IRS.”

It’s been three months since the American public learned about
this outrageous behavior by the IRS. No one has been fired.
Lerner and a handful of others are on leave and still being
paid.

And what has happened to the investigations underway by the
FBI and Department of Justice? Three months later, not one of
our clients has been contacted by investigators at the FBI or
Justice Department.

It’s  difficult  to  imagine  how  anyone  could  claim  that  a
thorough  investigation—or  any  investigation,  for  that
matter—has been conducted without even bothering to interview
the taxpayers who were targeted.

So, the IRS scandal continues. It’s been three months and
counting.  The  last  three  months  have  produced  many  more
questions and very few answers.

Where’s the accountability, Mr. President?
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