
Matt  Chandler:  This  Is  How
Christians  Can  Impact  the
Current Political Season
Matt Chandler, president of the Acts 29 Network and pastor of
The  Village  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  has  some  advice  for
Christians  in  the  current  political  season  in  his  latest
podcast.

Chandler was joined on the podcast by one of the other lead
pastors at The Village Church, Josh Patterson, and two staff
members,  Kyle  Worley  and  Anne  Lincoln  Holibaugh.  They
discussed the pros and cons of the Republican and Democrat
parties, as well as “what it might look like to let our
Christian beliefs and values inform the way we think about
laws and policies.”

In  the  podcast,  Chandler  said  Christians  can  use  their
“faithful presence” to shape politics. He also reminded them
that God is in charge, regardless of the outcome.

“The Lord’s at work in this political process,” he said. “He’s
not  panicked  or  nervous.  He  already  knows  who  our  next
president is.”

Among the ways Christians can bring their faithful presence to
politics is to avoid engaging in it with a prideful heart, or
in an idolatrous manner. They should also consider how to
remain informed and engaged while keeping “God’s intention” in
mind.

Patterson  added  that  the  election  process  is  a  time  of
discernment  for  Christians.  They  should  approach  it  with
prayer,  humility,  and  the  recognition  that  “God  is  the
ultimate hope.”
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Worley reminded listeners to rest their hopes on Christ, not
on politicians or the political process, otherwise they face
disappointment  and  disillusionment.  Lincoln  Holibaugh  added
that it’s easy to become angered or frustrated about issues we
have not bothered to “get into the trenches” to change, but
that is lazy.

Chandler also recommended Christians become more involved in
politics locally. He said he wanted to make the appeal that,
if  national  politics  seemed  too  overwhelming  to  some
Christians, getting involved in local government “bears much
fruit for the church.”


