Mark Batterson: How to Speak
wWith God

What does it mean to speak to God—and to hear Him communicate
back? This is a question that continues to be discussed and
debated in religious and secular circles alike, especially in
an era in which atheists and skeptics are increasingly vocal
about their view that “listening to God” is problematic or, at
the least, nonsensical.
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Mark Batterson, pastor of National Community Church 1in
Washington, D.C., and author of Whisper: How to Hear the Voice
of God, recently explained this dynamic during an appearance
on ‘s “Pure Talk,” revealing how he believes God communicates
with humans.

“There is a God who speaks, and the truth is He’s speaking all
the time .. but I think God most often speaks in a whisper,”
Batterson said. “1 Kings 19 calls it ‘that still, small voice’
and I have a theory. My theory is this: Yes, God has an
outside voice—He can make it thunder. But He usually speaks in
a whisper.”

The preacher said that God wants people to be close to Him and
to “hear His heart as well as His voice”-and that God is big
enough to speak to each and every person. The ways in which
the Lord speaks might vary, with Batterson arguing that “each
one of us can hear Him uniquely.”

“He has revealed himself through the pages of Scripture,”
Batterson said. “He also speaks through desires, and doors,
and dreams, and people and promptings—and through pain.”
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Critics question how this process of speaking with God works,
and believers, too, often have many questions about how it
plays out. Batterson said that learning to hear God’'s voice is
like “learning a language.” It’s a process that takes effort,
devotion—and time.

“It’'s going to take time to really discern that voice that
speaks through desire, the voice that opens and closes doors,
the voice that speaks through dreams,” he said. “If we don’t
listen to everything that the spirit of God has to say,
eventually we won’t hear anything.”

Batterson’s point was that it’s essential to listen to
everything the Lord says, including the “convicting voice”
that seeks to correct people’s hearts and minds. He added that
it is in people’s pain, too, that God sometimes speaks.

“Sometimes, it’s in our pain that we discover a God who
comforts, a God who gets us through those difficult times,”
Batterson said. “When you open your Bible, God opens his
mouth. What’s unique about the Bible is we don’t just read it,
it reads us.”
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The preacher emphasized the importance of opening the Bible
regularly as an effort to better understand how to communicate
with God. Duck Dynasty star Missy Robertson agreed, explaining
the importance of routinely reading scripture.

“The more time we spend in the Word, we understand our God
even more and how He works,” she said.
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