Marijuana's ‘Occultist
Impact’: 5 Reasons Legalizing
Weed Is a Really Bad Idea

Last year, Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman embarked on a
“listening tour” to every Keystone State county to hear what
residents think about legalizing recreational marijuana.

On Wednesday, Sept. 25, Fetterman was joined by Gov. Tom Wolf
for a news conference announcing the findings.

Pennsylvania Pastors Network (PPN, ) Executive Director Gary
Dull noted that at the outset, Wolf was not in favor of
legalizing marijuana, but since the “tour,” Wolf said, some
legislators in Harrisburg “agree with the many Pennsylvanians
with making adult-use regulated marijuana use legal-that
includes me.”

“As a pastor for more than 45 years and serving a church in
Altoona for nearly 25 years, I have seen many people agonize
over using and abusing marijuana,” Dull said. “I believe it 1is
a great mistake to legalize the narcotic for recreational use
for several reasons.”

First, Dull said, all should consider the impact of marijuana
on the physical health of users.

“Studies reveal that even casual marijuana use has detrimental
effects on the brain, to the point that it can lead to mental
illness,” Dull said. “This was the finding of a study
conducted by the Journal of Neuroscience that should be
seriously <considered. Frequently, children are even
hospitalized due to using marijuana accidentally, which
indicates that such exposure has health risks that can be very
detrimental.”
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Second, Dull said, the addictive impact of marijuana must
remain a focus.

“As a pastor,” he said, “I make efforts to uphold biblical
teaching, and the Bible tells us to avoid anything that may
‘master’ our bodies (1 Cor. 6:12). Most of us know someone who
has ruined their life through addictive drugs. Families have
been broken, jobs have been lost and lives have even been
taken as a result of the use of addictive drugs. Additionally,
most people recognize that marijuana is an ‘entrance’ or
‘gateway’ drug that has the great potential to lead to more
serious drug use and abuse.”

Third, he added, financial impact of legalizing recreational
marijuana must also be considered.

“The more people who get involved with marijuana, the more who
will become addicted and the more it will cost the citizens
and the government of the commonwealth to rehab those who have
become addicted. Already our state has many financial
concerns, to which another burden does not need to be added.”

Fourth, Dull continued, an educational impact is also at
stake.

“Various studies have shown that students who used marijuana
regularly are less likely to finish high school and go on to
higher education than those who do not use the drug,” he said.
“This results in future generations that may be less educated
and unequipped to teach and lead their families to a more
educated and higher-quality lifestyle. Less education and a
lower-quality lifestyle contribute to many negative elements
in society.”

And finally, Dull said, many may be unaware that drug use
frighteningly has an “occultist impact.”

“In the Bible,” he said, “the word used for the administering
of drugs is the Greek word pharmakeia, which in some passages



is translated to ‘witchcraft’ (Gal. 5:20) and ‘sorceries’
(Rev. 9:21). Thus, the Word of God makes a clear connection
between drugs and the occult, implying that the unwise use of
certain recreational drugs can lead to having the minds of the
users open to wickedness and demonic activity. And that always
guarantees a negative effect upon drug users as well as
society in general.

“Simply put, legal recreational marijuana is not a good
direction for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, due to the
many detrimental effects this may have on certain individuals
specifically and the population in general,” he said. “I,
therefore, ask that Gov. Wolf reverse his personal decision
and that legislators will seriously consider the negative
impact of recreational marijuana before they move forward to
legalize such a questionable drug.” {eoa}

The Pennsylvania Pastors Network, a state chapter of the
American Pastors Network, 1is a group of biblically faithful
clergy and church liaisons whose objective 1is to build a
permanent infrastructure of like-minded clergy who affirm the
authority of Scripture, take seriously Jesus’ command to be
the “salt and light” to the culture, encourage informed
Christian thinking about contemporary social 1issues, examine
public policy issues without politicizing their pulpits and
engage their congregations in taking part in the political
process on a non-partisan basis.

PPN encourages pastors to bring together biblical and
constitutional principles 1in their sermons and provides
resources to pastors throughout the state. For more
information on PPN, visit its website at or its Facebook page.



