Maps, GPS and Your Journey
With God

When you go for a drive, do you like the process of planning
using a map, or do you grab your GPS and hit the road?

I have a friend who refuses to use her GPS. She loves planning
and dreaming with a map in hand. She charts the mileage, looks
at the route and maybe even includes a side trip or two along
the way.

Years ago, we had to learn to read maps in middle school. In
the classroom was a box full of maps. We would be given a
starting point, an ending point and a few stops in between. We
had to plan the route and determine if we could make the trip
in a day, or where we should stop for the night if we
couldn’t. As we became proficient, we may have even been asked
to calculate the necessary expenses required for the trip.

Of course, the downside of paper maps is that they cannot
consider detours, construction or accidents that can impact
your trip.

If you are anything like me, you likely have a general idea of
the route but still plug in the GPS. With it plugged in I can
be assured that if there are any significant holdups or
detours, it will offer to reroute, and if I stray off course,
it will adjust the journey to get me back on the right path.
The challenge is that I must listen to what the GPS is saying
and take action.

When walking with the Lord, we have the paper map (Bible) and
the GPS (Holy Spirit) gquiding us each step of the way.
However, both require our participation. We must take time to
study the Scriptures to learn the route and the heart of the
Father.
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As we step foot on our journey with the Word ingrained in our
minds and hearts, we must listen to the Holy Spirit to avoid
the traps, detours and pitfalls along the journey.

God invites you on a journey. He invites you to open your
Bible and glean His wisdom for this crazy journey called life.
And He invites you to be filled with the Holy Spirit who will
guide you into all truth (John 16:13).

Heavenly Father, as I open Your Scripture, help me grasp the
wonder of the journey You have me on. Give me eyes to see the
route You have laid out for me, and give me the desire to
follow Your directions. Holy Spirit, I invite You to be my
GPS. Open my ears to hear Your voice and to follow Your lead.
Thank You that even when I stray, You offer me a course
correction to get back on track. And heavenly Father, open my
eyes to see the wonder of the journey as I make it with You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.
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