Louisiana Governor Follows
Through on This Troubling
Campaign Promise

Elections have consequences, and no group understands that
better than the Christians living in Louisiana.

Wednesday, Gov. John Bel Edwards issued Executive Order JBE
2016-11, which carries with it the title “The Equal
Opportunity and Non-Discrimination Order.” It orders that all
state agencies must consider “sexual orientation” and “gender
identity” protected classes for the purposes of providing
services, hiring and administering purchase contracts.

It also completely rescinded “The Marriage and Conscience
Order” executed by Edwards’ predecessor, Bobby Jindal. The
former governor implemented the order following the Supreme
Court’s decision in Obergefell v. Hodges after the state
legislature failed to adopt a law that would have provided
protections to officials who did not want to be required to
participate in same-sex ‘marriages.’

“We respect our fellow citizens for their beliefs, but we do
not discriminate based on our disagreements,” Edwards said
after signing the order. “I believe in giving every Louisianan
the opportunity to be successful and to thrive in our state.”

Pro-Family groups were quick to respond, as well.

“Ironically, while other states are seeking to protect people
of faith, Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards seems to be
using his executive power to silence those same people of
faith,” Gene Mills, president of the Louisiana Family Forum,
said.

Edwards had promised to execute just such an order while
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campaigning for governor. He also promised to rescind Jindal’s
previous order, if elected. When he hadn’t followed through
during the first three months of his administration, he began
to see backlash from LGBT activists.

Those complaints have been silenced, as has opposition to
same-sex “marriage,” in Louisiana now.



