Loretto Chapel Staircase
Mystery: Prophetic Message
and Divine Sign?

Nestled in the heart of Santa Fe, New Mexico, the Loretto
Chapel stands as a testament to faith and perseverance. But
what has truly captivated visitors and scholars alike is the
chapel’s miraculous spiral staircase—a structure shrouded in
mystery, and one that defies architectural norms. Built in the
late 1800s, this staircase remains an engineering enigma,
inviting questions about divine intervention and biblical
symbolism.

Unexplained Construction
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The story begins with the Sisters of Loretto, who, upon
completing the chapel, realized they had no staircase leading
to the choir loft. Since the chapel was part of a Catholic
girls’ school, ladders were not a practical solution. The
sisters sought help from local carpenters, but none could
design a staircase inside the limited space. In desperation,
they prayed for nine days to St. Joseph, the patron saint of
carpenters.

On the ninth day, a mysterious man arrived on a donkey and
offered to build the staircase. He worked in secrecy for six
months using only simple hand tools, constructing a perfectly
spiraled staircase without a central support column, nails,
screws or glue. Once he finished his work, he vanished without
seeking payment, leaving behind a masterpiece that continues
to baffle modern engineers.
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The staircase consists of 33 steps, a number with profound
biblical significance. Jesus Christ lived for 33 years before
His crucifixion, so the staircase is a symbol of His earthly
journey and sacrifice. The wood used in its construction has
no known parallel on earth, further adding to the divine
mystery surrounding its origin.
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Biblical Parallels, Prophetic Insights
and Modern America

From a biblical perspective, the Loretto Chapel staircase can
be seen as a representation of faith and divine provision. In
the 0ld Testament, we find instances where God seems to
provide impossible solutions to human dilemmas. When the
Israelites wandered the desert, God provided manna from heaven
(Ex. 16:4). When they were trapped by the Red Sea, He parted
the waters (Ex. 14:2).
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