
Live  the  Life  God’s  Called
You To
If  I  were  to  ask  100  people  to  name  one  of  the  most
influential women of the last 100 years, my guess is that
Mother Teresa would be on the top of most everyone’s list.
This humble servant captured the world’s heart with the way
she cared for the poor and forgotten, but many people don’t
realize the mission of a woman started with the prayers of a
little girl.

Born Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, “Agnes” grew up fascinated by the
lives of missionaries. And I share this in my book Prayers
that Changed History:

One Wednesday evening, she joined a group of preteen girls as
they listened to a letter being read. It was from a local
priest who’d left for the mission field in India. Tears
filled Agnes’ eyes.

Agnes heard about the poverty and suffering of those in
India. She listened as the letter told about the cruel caste
system. The caste system meant that from birth there were
those who would grow up only being allowed to work with
garbage and human waste. They could never get a better job,
just because they were born into a certain family.

After the letter was read, Agnes turned to her friend, “Mary,
wouldn’t it be wonderful to be a missionary? I want to help
people and bring them God’s love.” At 13 years old, Agnes
knew she wanted to commit herself to God’s service in India,
but her friends didn’t understand. Why wouldn’t she just stay
in Skopje—where so many were in the need of the same thing?

When the meeting was over, Agnes slipped into the church to
pray alone. “Lord, show me the way.”
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Agnes grew up and took her vows as a Catholic nun on May 14,
1937. She chose to be named after Thérèse de Lisieux, the
patron saint of missionaries, and went by the Spanish spelling
Teresa. She started teaching school in Calcutta, but her mind
and heart continually turned to the poverty surrounding her in
Calcutta. She later left teaching to live among and care for
the poor, and she gained attention for her work in 1969 after
a short documentary film called Something Beautiful for God.

What I love about Mother Teresa’s story is that God called her
as a young girl, and it’s a calling she clung to. I’m no
Mother Teresa, but I understand. In my early 20s I felt a
stirring to write articles and books, but I wasn’t sure if
that  was  God’s  plan  for  me.  My  friend  Robin  Jones  Gunn
encouraged me to look back at my life and take inventory of
the passions that God put in my life at a young age. I grew up
loving to read, and I spent a lot of time in the library. I
loved books and stories. By looking back, I discovered my
truest  self—who  God  called  me  to  be.  By  looking  back,  I
understood my call going forward. God placed my love of story
in my heart at a young age because He had big plans for me to
use that for His glory.

Maybe you’re questioning your call. Here are a few things to
consider:

The Call on Your Life Is Placed There by
God
One of my favorite Scripture passages is Psalm 139:13-16:

“You brought my inner parts into being; You wove me in my
mother’s womb. I will praise you, for You made me with fear
and  wonder;  marvelous  are  Your  works,  and  You  know  me
completely. My frame was not hidden from You when I was made
in secret,
and  intricately  put  together  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the
earth. Your eyes saw me unformed, yet in Your book all my days



were written, before any of them came into being.”

God designed you and has a plan for you. The closer you draw
to Him, the more you’ll discover what His plan is.

The Call on Your Life Is Your Own
1 Corinthians 7:17 says, “But as God has given to every man
and as the Lord has called every man, so let him walk. This I
command in all churches.”

It’s easy to compare ourselves with others. We believe that
following God must look a certain way. We think that we must
be called to a certain ministry or act the same way as a key
Christian leader. But this shouldn’t be. There is only one
Corrie  ten  Boom,  one  St.  Patrick  and  one  Mother  Teresa.
Instead, be the person God has called you to be. He has a plan
for you there.

The Call on Your Life Will Benefit Others
God does not give you a purpose and call to benefit yourself.
Your unique gifts and talents aren’t to be used to make you
rich or allow you to live in comfort. Instead, there’s a world
that needs to be reached with the good news of Jesus Christ.
Mother  Teresa  did  not  serve  the  poor  to  gain  world-wide
attention—although the attention she received furthered her
cause. I don’t write to hit the best-seller’s list, I write to
share the truth of Christ in ways that will impact people’s
hearts—yet sometimes these messages cause the books to sell
well.

1 Peter 4:10 says, “As everyone has received a gift, even so
serve one another with it, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.”

If you’re using your gift and calling to benefit yourself more
than others, you’re using it wrong.



The  Call  on  Your  Life  Demands
Faithfulness and Trustworthiness
There are many people who do great things. Mother Teresa isn’t
the only one who has fed the poor and cared for the sick and
dying. What stands out to us is that she did it in the name of
Jesus, as a servant of Jesus.

“Let  a  man  so  regard  us  as  the  ministers  of  Christ  and
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in
stewards that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:1-2).

One of the mysteries of God is that He desires to show His
strength through our weakness. We should never think we can
handle things ourselves and don’t need God. We should instead
be thankful for every time we fall flat on our faces or feel
like giving up.

2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “But He said to me, ‘My grace is
sufficient  for  you,  for  My  strength  is  made  perfect  in
weakness.’  Therefore  most  gladly  I  will  boast  in  my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

It’s only when we are weak and needy that we realize that we
need God. In light of eternity, those who have everything on
earth and miss out on God have nothing.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 5:3).

Those who give the most to others need God the most. And when
they need Him the most, they turn to Him the most. And when
they turn to Him the most, they discover Him the most. Not
only are the lives of others changed, but their lives are too.

Mother Teresa depended on God. Here is one of her prayers that
I share in Prayers That Changed History:

Dear Jesus, help me to spread they fragrance everywhere I go.



Flood my soul with Thy spirit and love. Penetrate and possess
my whole being so utterly that all my life may only be a
radiance of Thine. Shine through me and be so in me that
every soul I come in contact with may feel Thy presence in my
soul. Let them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus.
Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine as You shine, so
to shine as to be a light to other. ~Mother Teresa

Friend, God has a call on your life that will benefit others
and will demand you to be faithful to Him. Yet He doesn’t
place a call on you and send you off alone. He will be there
every step of the way.

The life God called you to may be more difficult than you ever
imagined, but you’ll discover God in new ways as you serve
others in His name … just like Mother Teresa.
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