John Burke: From Skepticism
to Faith — The Power of Near-
Death Experiences Revealing
God

For over 35 years, John Burke’s life has been a testament to
the transformative power of faith, sparked by a profound
encounter with near-death experiences that revealed the
presence of God. As an engineer-turned-pastor, Burke'’s
analytical mind led him to question the existence of God, but
a pivotal moment changed the course of his life.

Burke’s journey into the realm of NDEs began when his father
was battling cancer, and someone offered his father a book
that coined the term “near-death experiences.” These
encounters occur when individuals clinically die, experiencing
a temporary cessation of heart and brain activity before being
revived. Remarkably, these individuals often report similar
visions of an afterlife and encounter with a divine being.

Burke's reading of the NDE literature left a profound impact,
leading him to ponder whether these experiences offered
tangible evidence of an afterlife and the existence of God.
The consistency among NDE reports from diverse individuals,
including CEOs, surgeons and nurses, left him questioning
their authenticity. As he delved deeper into this realm, he
embarked on a spiritual journey that would ultimately lead him
to a firm belief in Jesus Christ.
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Burke’s conversion from engineering to ministry marked a
pivotal turning point in his life. Over the next 35 years, he
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immersed himself in the study of over a thousand NDEs, aiming
to bridge the gap between these extraordinary accounts and the
teachings of the Christian Bible.

In 2015, Burke published his groundbreaking book, “Imagine
Heaven,” which eloquently demonstrated the parallels between
NDE accounts and biblical descriptions of the afterlife. This
work laid the foundation for his subsequent book, “Imagine the
God of Heaven.”
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In “Imagine the God of Heaven,” Burke delves even deeper,
exploring the profound impact of NDEs on people’s perceptions
of God. He segments the book into four distinct parts, each
addressing critical aspects of faith and spirituality:

Part One: Global Evidence for the God of All Nations Burke
shares compelling stories of people from diverse cultural
backgrounds who encountered the God of the Bible during their
NDEs, even when they had no prior knowledge or expectation of
such an encounter.

Part Two: God’s Great Love Story Burke delves into the mystery
and majesty of God’s attributes, emphasizing the personal
character of God and the enduring love story that unfolds
throughout history.

Part Three: Doing Life with the God of Joy Burke explores the
surprising characteristic of God’s joy and laughter,
challenging common misconceptions about the divine.

Part Four: The Transformative Impact Through real-life
accounts, Burke illustrates how encountering the God of Heaven
profoundly transforms individuals, leading them to seek an
honest and ongoing relationship with the Creator.

While Burke’s journey is anchored in the extraordinary
experiences of those who have returned from the brink of
death, he cautions against solely relying on NDEs for
theological insight. These experiences, he asserts, provide



glimpses into a realm beyond human comprehension but do not
substitute for the comprehensive understanding found in
biblical teachings.

Burke’s message is clear: NDEs offer compelling evidence of
God's existence and the reality of the afterlife, but they are
part of a larger tapestry of faith. Just as the apostle Paul’s
encounter with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus was a
pivotal moment in his life, NDEs serve as unique catalysts for
faith. They invite individuals to embark on a deeper journey,
seeking to know the God who beckons them toward eternal truth
and love.

As John Burke continues to share his insights and experiences,
his remarkable journey serves as a testament to the enduring
power of faith and the transformative potential of encounters
with the divine, echoing the biblical promise found 1in
Proverbs 3: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct your paths,” (vv. 5-8). {eoa}
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