James 4:17 Warns Us About
This Sickening Hollywood
Pattern

Harvey and Bob Weinstein launched Miramax and The Weinstein
Company. They have received 303 Oscar nominations and won 75
Academy Awards. At the 2012 Golden Globes, Meryl
Streep referred to Harvey Weinstein as “God.”

Yesterday, the famed actress called alleged sexual harassment
by Harvey Weinstein “disgraceful,” “inexcusable” and an “abuse
of power.” Glenn Close, Judi Dench and other actresses have
also condemned his behavior.

This after the New York Times released an investigation last
Thursday chronicling accusations that the famous movie
producer had sexually harassed employees and actresses over
three decades. He reached at least eight settlements with
women. The Weinstein Company’s board has now fired him.

Recently, news broke that his name will be removed from the
company’s television series on which he served as an executive
producer. The company 1is reportedly seeking a new name for
itself.

Commenting on the Weinstein scandal, actress Lena
Dunham writes in The New York Times that “ignoring bad
behavior remains the signature move of men in Hollywood.” Why
did none of the men who worked with Weinstein expose his
horrific pattern of abusing women?

National Review writer David French identifies the problem as
ambition. Weinstein offered a pathway to acting fame and even
to Academy Award recognition. When men learned that he was
abusing women, they had a choice: They could risk their
careers by telling what they knew, or they could hide behind
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the facade that they were doing nothing wrong themselves.
There’'s a theological lesson to be learned here.

Scripture warns: “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and
does not do it, it is sin” (James 4:17). Solomon noted: “a
righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled
fountain and a corrupt spring” (Prov. 25:26). God holds us
responsible not only for doing good but also for stopping
evil.

When evil afflicts those who cannot defend themselves, our
courageous 1intervention 1is especially essential. Jesus
commanded us to care for “the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind” (Luke 14:13). We are obligated to serve “the fatherless
and widows in their affliction” (James 1:27).

Any time we see someone who needs our help, we have found our
neighbor (Luke 10:25-37). And you know how Jesus taught us to
treat our neighbor (Matt. 22:39).

I don’t expect ever to meet Harvey Weinstein or the actresses
he reportedly abused. But in a nation where 1 in 5 women has
been raped and one in three has been a victim of physical
violence, in a society where child abuse is reported every 10
seconds, I won’t have to go far to find someone who needs my
help. Nor will you.

Martin Luther King Jr: “The first question which the priest
and the Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help this man, what
will happen to me?’ But the good Samaritan reversed the
question: ‘If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen
to him?"'”

When you meet someone in need today, which question will you
ask? {eoa}

This article originally appeared on The Denison Forum.



