
Is Your Rose Garden Full of
Thorns?
In 1960, Joe South wrote a song called “Rose Garden”— a song
with a phrase that caught people’s attention and was how most
people remember the song; that phrase is “I never promised you
a rose garden.”

Growing up, we would visit my grandmother in New Jersey. One
of the things I remember is her rose garden. It always looked
stunning to me. However, when I would walk among the roses, I
still had to be aware of the thorns.

Are there days when you feel that the thorns are overwhelming
the beauty of the roses? To put that another way, do you have
days when the pain outweighs the joy?

As believers, we are often surprised when life does not go as
planned. However, we are told in 1 Peter 4:12 (TPT), “Beloved
friends, if life gets extremely difficult, with many tests,
don’t  be  bewildered  as  though  something  strange  was
overwhelming  you.”

The season that we find ourselves in, for many, is where life
is not going as planned. We are hard-pressed on every side to
conform to a worldly set of standards that is at war with
biblical standards. It is comforting to know that God is not
overwhelmed by all that is going on. Therefore, we don’t need
to be overwhelmed either.

We find a powerful antidote in verse 13, as we are instructed
to rejoice rather than be overwhelmed. Peter is saying that
where we have great joy, we will also have great strength. And
where we have great strength, we will not be overwhelmed.

Going one step further in verse 14, we discover a promise of
blessing. Scripture is clear that when we are insulted because
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we stand on God’s Word and faithfulness, we will be GREATLY
blessed. Why greatly blessed? Because “the Spirit of glory,
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. On their part, He is
blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified” (1 Pet. 4:14,
AMPC).

The thorns have deeply scratched many and you are feeling the
pain. God is saying He has released His healing balm over
those wounds. Realign your focus to see the beauty that He has
placed around you. Allow the song of the redeemed to arise
within you and turn into a warrior’s battle cry.

The team at RHM International (Podcast – “Real Truth with
Ruth”) is praying for you today that God will give you the
strength and power to stand your ground. We are praying you
will  have  holy  boldness  and  determination  to  stand  in
alignment with the Word of God, no matter what culture is
saying. And that you will be greatly encouraged as you focus
on Lord as your strength and your song.
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