Is There a Spirit of Abortion
in the Church?

As is necessary when addressing an ultra-sensitive issue, I
will make some qualifications on the front end:

God 1is, without question, and I will declare without apology,
passionately interested in blessing His children. It is fully
appropriate to give a measure of attention to the wondrous
process of discovery of God’s abundant life, overwhelming
benefits and blessings.

That being said, I now must move on to offering some analysis
on a hidden crises.

The Spirit of Abortion .. In the Church?

As a prophetic messenger, a primary driving force of my daily
life is to reveal and help destroy any barriers to kingdom
advancement and the revelation of the cross and resurrection
of Christ. In fact, we all must have our eyes wide open to
this disturbing movement that is overtaking the church and
stand in unity against its advance.

Now, of course, the thought of the spirit of abortion in the
church 1is potentially offensive and certainly provocative.
It's a bold statement to say the least.

It’s important at this point to understand our discussion
isn’t about all of those other Christians or all of those
other churches that just don’t get it. We must look
inward. Yes, we have to boldly and humbly ask ourselves the
question, “God, are the same spirits that drive the abortion
movement also driving me?”

Check out this quote that highlights the issue quite well.
Notice how this person affirms killing a threat to other
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“good” endeavors:

“Abortion is not the lesser of two evils. Abortion is pro-
family, prolife, moral, and good. For many millions of
women, abortion has meant getting on with their lives and
continuing to meet their responsibilities to themselves, their
families, and society”. —Patricia W. Lunnenborg, Abortion: A
Positive Decision

Is it possible that we in the church are also more focused on
getting on with our lives at the expense of God, the church,
our mission, the Word and other people?

It’s shocking to me how Little League, school, family
vacations and rest and relaxation are not looked at as threats
to our personal freedoms, but a call to the prayer room is.

With that in mind, here’s another qualifying statement: The
demonic abortion strategy is multifaceted. It includes spirits
of murder, violence, hatred and many others. While we as
Christians may not be driven by those spirits, there is one
spirit that has a foundational, comprehensive assignment. This
spirit is what has infiltrated the church, and it’'s, in my
opinion, a key reason why we haven’t had the authority to
eradicate it from its assignment of murdering babies.

This spirit has one key focus, one goal as it ministers to the
minds and hearts of people:

Personal Experience

People are focused primarily on their personal experience.
You could also call it selfish ambition.

Check out this passage of scripture:

James 3:13-16 (ESV)-“Who is wise and understanding among you?
By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition



in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This
is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.”

Selfish ambition is demonic. Jealousy, which results when we
focus on our own personal experience, 1s also vile, earthly
and demonic.

When a woman 1s carrying an unwanted baby, her focus
immediately shifts to her own personal experience. Her
ambition. Her dreams.

The call to lay down her life for another, to make a great
sacrifice, to change her priorities, to embrace a life of
struggle and inconvenience for another person all fall on deaf
ears. After all, it’s her body and she can do what she wants
with it, right?

“One method of destroying a concept 1is by diluting 1its
meaning. Observe that by ascribing rights to the unborn, i.e.,
the nonliving, the anti-abortionists obliterate the rights of
the living.” —Ayn Rand, The Ayn Rand Lexicon

The unwilling mother has rights! It’s her life. It’s her time.
It’s her dreams. It’s her decision, and in the case of
abortion, she makes the decision for self instead of for
another. Her personal experience was instrumental in her
decision.

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV)-“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than
yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others.”

What'’s in It for Me?

So, how does this affect the church? This issue is impacting
the church and Christians in very deep, disturbing ways. It’s



not a minor issue that’s affecting a few. It’s a major problem
that’'s a primary driver in the very fabric of Western
Christianity.

We have to understand that so much of preaching today has been
fashioned to appease people looking for a positive personal
experience. This must end.

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (ESV)-“For the time is coming when people will
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths.”

Do you know how difficult it is to find churches that preach
the cross? Cost? Death? Surrender? The personal experience
must be positive and without much cost if we hope to fill the
pews. The same thing happened at the cross. The place Jesus
died was empty except for those killing him and those closest
to him. Where were the crowds who were looking for a message
to satisfy their itching ears? They left when the message
included death. When you preach the cross the masses will run
and you will be left with those who are the closest to you and
those who are out to kill you.

“If Jesus had preached the same message that ministers preach
today, He would never have been crucified.” —Leonard Ravenhill

“The early church was married to poverty, prisons and
persecutions. Today, the church is married to prosperity,
personality and popularity.” —Leonard Ravenhill

“I believe that there are too many accommodating preachers,
and too many practitioners 1in the church who are not
believers. Jesus Christ did not say, ‘Go into all the world
and tell the world that it is quite right.’ The gospel 1is
something completely different. In fact, it 1is directly
opposed to the world.” —-C. S. Lewis



What should send us to our knees is that it’s the very gospel
of Jesus that is being rejected for the sake of the pursuit of
personal blessing and benefit! There are preachers in churches
with crosses on their steeples who refuse to call people to
the cross at the altars! A minimized cross results in
Christians that are only artificially vibrant as they pursue
blessing, but dead and dying inside—and this has eternal
implications!

It'’s time for us to respond positively to what many have
called negative messages; these piercing, demanding, shocking,
negative messages of death at the cross were born through God
Himself and delivered to us in the form of the Jesus.

“I doubt that more than two percent of professing Christians
in the United States are truly born again.” —Leonard Ravenhill

Just like the woman who wants to remove the threat of a baby
for the sake of her own personal experience, we in the church
are all too often looking for relief and blessing instead of
carrying a heavy cross for the sake of others! The refusal to
sacrifice time, money, energy and our very lives on a daily
basis results in a prayerless, self-centered, quasi-Christian
that'’s driven by the question, “What’s in it for me?”

Have you noticed that the biggest offerings tend to come when
the emphasis is on what we can expect in return? The biggest
conferences tend to be those that highlight personal
breakthrough. The most appreciated sermons are those that
reveal the blessings we can expect as Christians. I often
wonder what would happen if we held a conference titled, “Come
and die.”

We live in a day when we unwittingly embrace a deadly, self-
centered spirit of religion.

Religion is: Man’s attempt to use God to get what he wants.

When we don’t get what we want out of God our the church, we



have an opportunity to accuse, to get angry, to place demands
and to flee. When Jesus was here, the spirit of religion
killed him because they didn’'t get out of Jesus what they
wanted.

The crowds were crying out, “Hosanna!” during the Triumphal
Entry, which literally means, “Save us now!”

Jesus had of course decided to do just that-but not in a way
they wanted.

In the next passage Jesus goes into the temple to overturn the
money changers tables. Why? Because they were using the church
for personal gain! The spirit of religion was in the temple!
We are to enter the church with the expectation of leaving
with LESS than we entered with, not more! We aren’t to use the
church, but we are to bring an offering and to be a living
sacrifice for the sake of others!

Then, that spirit of religion ended up killing Jesus. Jesus
didn’'t give them what they wanted in the way they wanted 1it.
So, that spirit of abortion, of murder, took care of business.

“Theocentric simply means we exist for God rather than He for
us. Egocentric praying 1is our attempt at managing and
directing God to accomplish our will instead of His. If
“covetousness 1is 1idolatry” then attempting to harness the
power of God to the priorities of self-centeredness is SIN!”
—Harold Vaughn

The emphasis today seems to be on God alleviating our
struggles instead of joining in on the great end-time
struggle!

“If a Christian is not having tribulation in the world,
there’s something wrong!” —Leonard Ravenhill

Again, God loves to bless His children, but we must discuss
the approach:



I absolutely love to give my kids presents. I come alive! My
son Jet's birthday was yesterday and I had so much fun
watching his face beam as we opened presents, and as Chuck-E-
Cheese led out in singing happy birthday. I also couldn’t wait
to get him home, after he thought all of the presents had
already been given, and see his face as he opened the shed to
ride his bike .. only to see his brand new bike sitting there!
What a moment! Later that night we were laying on the hammock
under the stars together, and he very casually and
thoughtfully said, “Yep, this was about the best birthday ever
.. the best Chuck-E-Cheese birthday ever.”

Now, compare that to other days when I take the kids for a
routine shopping trip to Wal-Mart. From the moment they hit
the door their sad, frustrated faces reveal what’s coming
next. “Dad, please, can I have .. .”

No. No. NO! Over and over again. The tears come. The sadness
increases. Their carnal nature 1is showing in radiant
brilliance! Their consideration is not for mom and dad, our
focus on saving money or anything else. It’s on self! You see,
I often bring my kids with me when I go out just because I
want to be with them, and to their credit, my wonderful
children often want to be with me too! We love being together.
But something happens when the focus turns to self. What’'s in
it for me?

Troubled

When threats to your dreams or your time or your personal
endeavors come, how do you react? When preaching cuts instead
of satisfies, how do you respond? The answer to these
questions can go a long way in revealing what spirit you are
driven by.

When the threats came to Jesus, he didn’'t resist—he died. He
surrendered for the sake of the world.

However, when the threat of a new King being born was



discovered by Herod, he was troubled. The threat to his own
personal experience, his reign as king, resulted in the spirit
of abortion entering him.

Matthew 2:13 (ESV)-“Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.”

Matthew 2:16 (ESV)-“Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and
killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region who were two years old or under, according to the time
that he had ascertained from the wise men.”

We see this pattern repeating itself throughout history.
Massive resistance comes when a threat to personal experience
arrives. It emerged, for example, when the African-Americans
threatened a segment of society’s idea of racial purity. That
resulted in the Ku Klux Klan and the horrific murders of many
innocent people.

We saw it during the holocaust as Hitler was threatened by the
Jews and other groups. Again, millions of innocent people died
for the sake of one demented person’s overzealous aim to
ensure his personal life experience was protected.

Today, terrorism 1is on the rise and murder is the strategy of
choice for many who refuse to allow their life experiences to
be threatened by other cultures.

This demonic spirit 1is incredibly crafty. The call of
Christianity is to die for others and the call of this demonic
spirit is for others to die for us.

Angry People

Of course, the act of murder isn’t the strategy of choice for



those who are threatened in the church—or is 1it?

Matthew 5:21-22 (ESV)-“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.”

Jesus equates anger to murder. In the church the manifestation
of anger usually results in gossip, which 1is a deeply
destructive spirit. Gossip results in dark hearts manifesting
outwardly against those who threaten them. The same accusation
that the abortionists hurl are used by the uncrucified, angry
Christians—"You are threatening my freedom and my rights!”

“No woman can call herself free who does not own and control
her body. No woman can call herself free until she can choose
consciously whether she will or will not be a mother.”
—MARGARET SANGER, Woman and the New Race

When we become Christians we gain freedom but we lose our
freedoms.

Proverbs 6:16-19 (ESV)-“There are six things that the LORD
hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty eyes, a
lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that
devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a
false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord
among brothers.”

It’s also possible to take on the offense of others. We have
to be very careful! If we allow others who have had their own
personal experiences threatened to Llure us into an
inappropriately merciful, sympathetic position, we are at
great risk of taking on their offense and embracing anger
against the threatening person. We saw Absalom do this as he
took on the offense of others who didn’t get what they wanted
out of King David.



Again, we are to expect a sharp sword, a high bar, a
challenging life and a call to die to everything, including
our own opinions, for the sake of others.

The spirit of abortion fights for personal rights no matter
what the cost to others 1s. It resists the preaching of the
cross with a vengeance. The cross threatens our very life!

Repentance

Repentance must hit our churches. We have to return to the
cross and refuse to buy into the demand for messages that
tickle our ears. It’'s time to once again be OK with deep
inspection of the Lord into our hearts.

It'’s this type of life that is a manifestation of deep,
selfless love. This love will result in a great authority
against the mission of murder against the millions of precious
babies.

If we embrace the same self-centered spirit that drives the
abortionists while at the same time crying out against them,
we will be powerless. But, if die to self we will have the
authority to defeat the spirit of abortion, murder and death
that has overrun our nation.

“Men tell us in these days that sin is what you think it 1is.
Well, it is not. Sin is what God thinks it 1is. You may think
according to your own conscience. God thinks according to
His.” —John G. Lake

“People do not drift toward Holiness. Apart from grace-driven
effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer,
obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We
drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward
disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition
and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-
control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward
prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have



escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince
ourselves we have been liberated.” -D.A. Carson

“It is perilously easy to have amazing sympathy with God’s
truth and remain in sin.” —0Oswald Chambers
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