How to Unlock God’s Unlimited
Favor in Your Life

You are highly favored! Do you believe that? Do you believe
God has favored you?

When I first came to Israel and started studying Hebrew, I
learned a phrase that I absolutely love. It is all throughout
the Bible-53 times to be exact: “If I have found favor in your
eyes.” It was an expression used when you asked someone for
something.

Abraham used it when he asked his three visitors to stay: “If
I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your
servant by” (Gen. 18:3, NIV). When Samuel’'s mother, Hannah,
was seeking the Lord, she said to Eli: “May your servant find
favor in your eyes” (1 Sam. 1:18). When David ran from
Absalom, he said to Zadok the priest, “If I find favor in the
Lord’s eyes, he will bring me back and let me see it and his
dwelling place again” (2 Sam. 15:25b).

Favor Comes From the Face

Favor, in ancient Israel, was always expressed through the
face. The most famous blessing in the Bible is the Aaronic
Benediction: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn
his face toward you and give you peace” (Num. 6:24-26)

Twice, in these verses, we see the word “face, “that His face
would shine on you and that He would turn His face toward you.
If God turns towards you, that is favor—that is blessing. The
word “turn” and the word “face” actually have the same Hebrew
root, PaNaH, because to turn to someone is to face someone.

Psalm 67, one of my favorite passages, highlights this. It
speaks of God’s salvation reaching the whole world through
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Israel. How? Through God’s face! “May God be gracious to us
and bless us and make his face shine on us—-so that your ways
may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations” (Ps.
67:1-2).

1. The word for “gracious” actually means “to grant favor.”

2. The psalmist borrows from the Aaronic Benediction and
asks that God’s face would shine on Israel.

3. When God’s face shines on you, He grants you favor.
Those that don’t believe can see it. This is how God
draws people to Himself.

Testimony: ‘I’ve never seen people who love God
like this’

Earlier this week, my dear friend, Paul Wilbur, did a worship
concert. The place was full. I had brought a friend who is not
a believer. He is an Israeli-he is what we call “traditional.”
That means he respects Judaism, goes to synagogue, but is not
a super religious person. As he watched people from all over
the world worship God through Yeshua, he was stunned. He saw
the joy and light in their faces. He saw God’s favor upon
them.

He turned to Elana and said, “I have never seen anything like
this. I’'ve never seen people who love God like this.” All he
knew was the synagogue and rote repetition. I was once with
him, in his synagogue, on a holiday. The rabbi, bless his
heart, was selling blessings to the highest bidder to raise
funds for the congregation. I have nothing but respect for
religious Jews, but I almost started laughing. And then, I was
crying. What they so earnestly seek, they could have instantly
by truly seeking God.

But this is what my friend knew as “religion”—until last
Tuesday. Now he 1is reading material about Yeshua. Please pray
for “A.”



You Have Found Favor in God’s Eyes

Here is the good news! As a believer, the instant that you put
your faith in Yeshua, God turned His face towards you. You
found favor in His eyes. You need to believe that! You need to
shout it and declare it: “I am the favored of the Lord!”

The word “favor” in Hebrew is hen. The h is a hard, guttural
h, where you might spit a little. It comes from the word to
pardon: l’hon. When you hen someone, you grant favor to a
prisoner and cancel his punishment. We have received favor
from Yeshua, and He has canceled our punishment. He paid the
price and suffered in our place.

Now, when you are pardoned, there is no place for pride. You
don’t say, “Wow, look at me. I am really special. I was
pardoned.” No! You are a criminal—-a sinner deserving of
judgment. It was the mercy of the king that secured your
pardon—not your specialness.

Our attitude should be like Queen Esther before the king. He
could have killed her, but chose to have mercy. He turned his
face to her and granted her favor. But look at how she
approached him. She fasted and prayed for three days. She
humbled herself, recognizing what the consequences could be.
Fasting is not a work or a formula-it simply says to God, “I
am humbling myself before you. I need you. I can’t do this
without you.” And this humility releases the favor of God on
your life!

The king here is a type or a picture of God. Our fate is in
His hands, and yet He is prone to mercy and favor. There 1is no
fear in His presence. Thanks to Yeshua, “we may approach God
with freedom and confidence” (Eph. 3:12b).

Rejoice today, for you have found favor in His eyes.

Next week, we will look at several Bible characters and how
they received favor. You can unlock the favor of God on your
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