How to Steward Prophetic
Words

Prophecy is a very special gift that is given to the church to
edify, exhort and comfort the people of God (1 Cor. 14:3).
When a church, a ministry or a person embraces a prophetic
spirit, there are great revelation, direction and strength
that are released.

The prophetic ministry has the potential to be a powerful
catalyst of change and progress to the body of Christ. The
enemy hates authentic prophetic ministry and will do all that
he can to sow seeds of discord and confusion.

“Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophecies. Examine all
things. Firmly hold onto what is good” (1 Thess. 5:19-21,
MEV) .

We are given three instructions in these verses:

1. Do not quench the Spirit! There is so much more that is
available to us when we step into the realm of the Spirit.

2. Do not despise the prophetic! No matter how messy it gets
or what mistakes are made, we are told to value the flow of
prophetic gifts.

3. Prove all things and hold fast to the good. We must learn
to discern the real gift of prophecy in our lives.

When we receive a personal prophetic word, we are accountable
to properly steward it! Many people have received volumes of
prophetic words that have not produced fruit in their lives.

Why? I believe a common reason for unfruitful prophetic words
is that we have failed to properly steward what the Lord has
said to us. A prophetic word is not the destination but simply
the gateway. It is an invitation to the journey but the way we
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navigate the journey will determine how and if we arrive at
the final destination.

The first thing that you must do to steward a personal
prophecy is to judge it. Is it a true word from the Lord? Here
are some simple tips to recognize and judge personal prophecy:

1. Examine the vessel. The first question to ask is: “Who gave
you the word and how was it delivered?” Why is this important?
Many times, a wrong word 1is evidenced by the way it 1is
delivered. I have seen many “parking lot prophets” who roam
from church to church to engage in a renegade prophetic
ministry that operates outside of any blessing from the house.
This creates conflict by speaking to the ambitions of people
instead of pure prophetic declaration.

“We ask you, brothers, to acknowledge those who labor among
you, and are appointed over you in the Lord, and instruct you”
(1 Thess. 5:12, MEV).

You should have some knowledge of a person’s character before
allowing them to speak into your life. People who claim to be
prophets yet disrespect order, tearing down more than they
ever build up, are indeed deceived. The problem that arises 1is
that sometimes a deceived person still has an accurate gift
that will draw people in.

How can this be?
There are two answers:

» The gifts and calling of God are without repentance
(Rom. 11:29). Simply put, God doesn’t remove a gift
because a person gets in error. It is quite possible for
someone to speak out a prophecy with accuracy but have
poor fruit. The other important thing to know 1is that
the highest level of prophetic operation is not just
revealing the desires of a human heart; it is releasing
the heart of the Father and revealing the end of the



matter! Many times, personal prophecy also contains a
dimension of rebuke in order to align the recipient with
God’s heart and plan for him.

» There is a false spirit in operation. There are many
people out there who have opened themselves up to wrong
spirits. These individuals have communication in the
spirit realm with demonic spirits. They can give
accurate information but cannot release the Father’s
heart because they are blocked by their deception. On
more than one occasion, I have seen a spirit of
divination operating through someone and mimicking the
prophetic. The end result is destruction, which is why
knowing the fruit and doing things in order are so
important.

2. Judge all prophecies by the written Word of God. “But the
one who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted because
he has forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins” (2
Pet. 1:9, MEV).

“I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See
that you not do that. I am your fellow servant, and of your
brothers who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus 1is the spirit of prophecy'” (Rev. 19:10,
MEV) .

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God” (John 1:1, MEV).

No prophetic word should disagree with the written Word of
God. In fact, the church should actively examine prophetic
utterances to make sure that they are in line with God’s Word
and boldly toss out any that are not. For example, if a person
prophesies that a married person is to leave their spouse and
marry someone else, that prophecy is a blatant deception and
witchcraft at work. If a renegade tries to prophesy to a
church member that God wants them to rebel against the
leaders, again, this prophecy is a deception and false spirit.



Never accept a prophetic word that cannot be properly judged
by God’s Word.

3. Is it something that God has already been speaking to you?
Ask yourself if the word confirms something you’ve already
felt led to do. For example, a person owns a business that God
clearly directed him to have and God told him that it is a
place of fruitfulness and ministry for him. Then he gets a
prophecy that he is to sell the business and start a church.
He should never just run out and do that. If the prophetic
word does not bear witness in the inner man, then either put
it on the shelf, as it could be for a future time, or throw it
out. Never make a major decision based on a single prophetic
word without any leading of the Spirit in your own life!

4. Get wise counsel. Take the word to trusted advisers and ask
them to judge it. “For by wise counsel you will wage your war,
and in multitude of counselors there is safety” (Prov. 24:6,
MEV) .

When judging a personal prophecy, honor your spiritual
relationships and seek the input of these trusted individuals.
If your parents are godly people, ask them what they think. If
you are married, and your spouse is serving the Lord, seek his
input. The people who know you best and are committed to God’s
will for you can often see things that you may not see. Also,
seek the input of your spiritual leadership. Go to your pastor
or apostolic leadership and ask him for insight. So many times
I have seen a prophecy steer someone in the wrong direction
and then this person’s lack of communication with godly
leaders empowered the deception.

Once you have discerned that the prophetic word is accurate
and speaking to you, then you must steward it.

Keys:

1. Write it down, record it and keep it in front of you! This
is key. You must have a record of the word in order to partner



with it.

2. Pray over the word and then declare the word over your
life! I have found many times that as I have taken a prophetic
word and prayed over it, the Father then gives me further
instruction and more direction. This is so vital to steward a
prophetic word. Also, the word brings faith and power into
your life. Speak the word over your life.

3. Look for promptings and instructions. Most big, bold
prophetic words contain miraculous breakthroughs that are
beyond human efforts. There are certain promises that take
God’'s power to fulfill. You cannot make the fulfillment
happen, but you can obey small, daily instructions and take
steps of faith as you advance in the will of God for your
life. For example, if the word is about financial
breakthrough, it may be that the Lord deals with you about
sowing and stewardship. Listen for His instructions. Many
times, prophetic words create forward motion in your life.

4. Rest in faith and patience. You cannot tell God when or how
the word comes to pass. You must rest in the reality that in
the spirit, the fulfillment of the word is done! That is what
faith is—the realization that it is finished. There is no
worry about the matter when you are in faith. Our Father
partners with patience. Patience is the ability to wait
without being anxious. There are many lessons in the process
of waiting. Find the beauty in the journey and trust God with
the timing.

Let’s value the prophetic words spoken over us and fight for
them to come to pass! We can all learn to do better 1in
stewarding the move of God and His promises in our lives.
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