
How Identity Influences Your
Perception of Truth
In  2019,  there  were  more  face  masks  worn  by  doctors  in
hospitals than by Christmas shoppers in stores. New York City
was the city that never sleeps. Black Lives Matter Plaza was
16th Street Northwest, and the names Breana Taylor and George
Floyd  were  not  known  by  nearly  every  American.  We  have
experienced a lot in 2020.

The experiences of our lives often define us. Some people
define themselves according to the failures of the past. Some
see their lives as the result of their own achievement or
success.  For  many,  it  is  what  has  happened  to  them  that
becomes the defining factor in who they become. Identity is
formed through the experiences of yesterday and affects the
way we experience tomorrow. Put simply, who you are affects
what you see. None of us are a clean canvas waiting for the
experiences of tomorrow to be painted on. Tomorrow is painted
on the backdrop of yesterday. It is not a new picture but
another piece in an already unfolding picture of our lives.
Identity is powerful, and political operatives know this.

Identity politics is the leveraging of shared life experiences
to further political agendas deemed beneficial to the whole.
My questions are, “Who gets to be part of the whole?” and “Who
is painting this picture anyway?” The shared life experiences
that bring us closer to some, at the same time, separate us
from those whose experiences we cannot relate to in a real
way.  Good  or  bad,  identity  politics  brings  together  like
“pictures” into one mosaic. The result is painting an entire
group with one large brush. It is an effective political tool
to further a cause, tailor a campaign to a particular voting
bloc or label the opposition.

In the kingdom of God, our identity is not the sum total of
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our success or failures and what happens to you does not
determine who you are. I am who He says I am. Who I am as His
child affects what I see, and my truth never outweighs His
truth. We are His masterpiece and a work in progress.

For more on this Spirit-filled topic, listen to Envoy: From
Behind the Veil on the Charisma Podcast Network now. {eoa}
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