
How  Hannah’s  Supernatural
Story Teaches Us to Believe
God for the Impossible
Faith: We only need a mustard-seed portion to witness amazing
things. With just a bit of faith, the miraculous can invade
daily  routine  and  exceed  our  expectations  for  what’s
achievable:  “Now  to  Him  who  is  able  to  do  exceedingly
abundantly beyond all that we ask or imagine, according to the
power that works in us, to Him be the glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen” (Eph. 3:20-21).

Provision, restoration, resurrection—it all takes faith. But
sometimes faith has to fuel more than one quick prayer—maybe
more  than  one  month  of  prayer—as  the  Lord  leads  the  way
through a journey of faith. From initial request to the time
of  enjoying  the  answer’s  arrival,  it  is  through  that
“substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” (Heb. 11:1) that we can enter what the Lord desires to
actively work out in our lives.

Faith pleases the Lord, and faith is a vital aspect of the
Christian life. Faith causes us to move forward during those
challenging times when every factor seems to point toward
inevitable impossibilities. The interesting thing about faith
is that the Lord uses it to sustain us in the waiting as we
cast our cares upon Him, believing life will still be OK
despite perceived delays. And there are moments when it seems
an answer has been given by the Lord’s hand only to have Him
lead us from having the faith to receive it unto the faith
that releases it back to Him.

Hebrews 11 outlines faith well, highlighting moments of our
spiritual forebears who, against all odds, saw the miraculous
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hand of God move in impossible situations. Abraham and Moses,
Noah  and  Gideon,  Sarah  and  Rahab,  Joseph  and  David—these
imperfect followers take their place in the hall of faith as
dictated by a gracious God whose love truly covers a multitude
of sins.

They fought the good fight of faith and stood strong to see
the Lord prevail. Despite challenges, testing, temptations and
troubles, they awaited the power of God for breakthrough and
turnaround. Every name is included with great reason. Their
stories, located throughout the Bible, teach and encourage us
in our day-to-day life. “They overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not
their lives unto the death” (Rev. 12:11).

Perhaps  someone  who  would  share  a  strong  testimony  of
steadfast  faith  would  be  Hannah.  One  of  two  wives  to  an
Ephraimite named Elkanah, Hannah was greatly loved by her
husband. But she was also greatly taunted by his other wife,
Peninnah, who, unlike herself, was able to have children (1
Sam. 1:6-7).

In 1 Samuel, during the annual time of worship and sacrifice
in Shiloh, Hannah pours out her heart to the Lord in prayers,
allowing her tears and prayer to flow freely.

“So she made a vow and said, ‘O Lord of Hosts, if You will
indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of  Your  maidservant,  and
remember me and not forget Your maidservant, but will give to
Your maidservant a baby boy, then I will give him to the Lord
all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head'”
(1 Sam. 1:11).

Her vulnerable moment of prayer is interrupted by Eli the
priest,  who  mistakes  her  quiet  prayers  as  a  sign  of
drunkenness. Hannah quickly interprets the cry of her heart,
attributing her tearful prayers to sorrow, not alcohol. In
turn, Eli sends Hannah home with a promise of her prayers



being answered.

As He’s done repeatedly, the Lord once again shows Himself
faithful. Within a year, Hannah conceives and gives birth to a
son named Samuel. And just as the Lord kept His word to
Hannah, she responds in faith to the Lord’s good gift of a
male child and keeps her vow to God.

Then the man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to
the Lord the yearly sacrifice and his vow. But Hannah did not
go, for she said to her husband, “I will not go up until the
child is weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may
appear before the Lord and live there forever.”

So Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems good to
you. Wait until you have weaned him; only may the Lord
establish His word.” So the woman remained, and nursed her
son until she weaned him.

When she had weaned him, she took him up with her with three

bulls, one ephah[  of flour, and a bottle of wine. And she
brought him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, though the
boy was young. Then they slaughtered a bull, and they brought
the boy to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my
lord, I am the woman that stood by you here praying to the
Lord. For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has given me my
petition which I asked of Him. Therefore also I have let the
Lord have him. As long as he lives he will be dedicated to
the Lord.” And he worshipped the Lord there (1 Sam. 1:21-28).

Hannah receives the answer to her prayers, only to relinquish
control back to God. She delivers Samuel to the priesthood to
be taught by Eli. A woman who was wracked by the grief and
shame of being barren takes the child of her prayer and truly
places his care into God’s hands.

Without any Plan B, any caveats or conditions, Hannah sets her
heart to fulfill her vow to the Lord and places her only son



in an environment that’s equivalent to a debauched frat house.
When  good  logic  and  Christian  parental  groups  would  have
dictated that the best scenario for a precious gift from God
would be a place where holiness is practiced—or at least a
place with his mother—Hannah instead honors her word and her
God  with  unwavering  faith  and  takes  Samuel  to  the  temple
despite it being a place known to be unholy, depraved and the
exact opposite of what it was created to be, to exemplify and
to accomplish.

“Now the sons of Eli were corrupt. They did not know the Lord”
(1 Sam. 2:12). “Therefore the sin of the young men was very
great before the Lord. For the men treated the offering of the
Lord with contempt” (1 Sam. 2:17).

And Hannah doesn’t show her commitment only for a couple of
days, waiting to see if everything meets her standards or
turns out OK before she rushes back to Samuel’s side to take
him home with her. She fully entrusts her only son into God’s
care.

With eyes of faith, Hannah looks past the very real factors of
Samuel’s impressionable young age and the sinful actions of
those who are expected to mentor him in a holy profession. She
rests  her  gaze  on  the  God  who  is  faithful.  Through  her
practical actions, she displays her respect for her son’s
profession and her trust in the Lord, who sees all, hears all
and answers prayer.

“But Samuel ministered before the Lord, as a boy, wearing a
linen ephod. Now his mother would make him a little coat and
brought it to him every year when she came up with her husband
to offer the yearly sacrifice” (1 Sam. 2:18-19).

And once again, the Lord shows His response to faith—not just
to Hannah, but also to Samuel and ultimately to Israel. In a
time when the word of the Lord was rare and Israel was being
represented before the holy one by leaders who were knowingly



sinning  against  God  without  remorse,  God  uses  Hannah’s
promised child, Samuel, to prove that “He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6b).

In faith, Hannah’s offering to the Lord is multiplied back to
her. “The Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore
three sons and two daughters. And the boy Samuel grew before
the Lord” (1 Sam. 2:21).

Even in an environment that could influence Samuel toward
corruption, the Lord ensures and cultivates Samuel’s maturity
into holiness. “Now the boy Samuel was growing both in stature
and favor with the Lord and also with men” (1 Sam. 2:26).

Not only does God ensure Samuel’s holiness, but He causes him
to  become  a  prophet  through  whom  God  corrects  and  guides
Israel.

“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and did not let
any of his words fall to the ground. All Israel from Dan even
to Beersheba knew that Samuel was proven to be a prophet of
the Lord. And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord
revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord”
(1 Sam. 3:19-21).

In times when life’s challenges seem impossible and any type
of turnaround seems unlikely, we, too, can be like Hannah. She
knew where to take her problems. She knew who collects tears.
And she knew who answers prayer.

Faith the size of a mustard seed is perfect for the planting
and  birthing  of  the  miraculous.  When  those  uncomfortable,
aggravating, impossible moments collide with the power of God
and He’s connected to our faith, the impossible once again
becomes reality. Mourning is turned to joy, desires of the
heart become reality and even the dead live again.

We, too, experience the benefits of covenant from the God who
can bring the dead back to life and make new things out of



nothing. He sustains. And He responds to faith.

He lifts our heads until we can declare like Hannah, sing like
Hannah, even rejoice like Hannah in the midst of impossible-
looking situations. Even in the face of perceived defeat, we
remain confident “There is none holy as the Lord, for there is
none besides You, and there is no rock like our God” (1 Sam.
2:2).

Where in your life can you grow in faith? {eoa}
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