
Holy Rollers to Global Fire:
100  Years  of  Pentecostal  &
Charismatic Booms in America
Over  the  past  century,  the  United  States  has  witnessed  a
remarkable  spiritual  awakening  through  the  rise  of
Pentecostalism  and  the  charismatic  movement.

These religious revivals have played a significant role in
shaping  American  Christianity,  with  millions  of  believers
experiencing a profound transformation in their faith. Let’s
delve into the history of these movements and their impact on
American religious landscape over the last 100 years.

The Birth of Pentecostalism

The roots of Pentecostalism can be traced back to the early
20th century when a series of revivals took place in various
parts  of  the  United  States.  In  1906,  a  momentous  event
occurred at the Azusa Street Mission in Los Angeles, led by
William J. Seymour. This revival, known as the Azusa Street
Revival, is considered one of the most significant catalysts
for the spread of Pentecostalism.

During this revival, attendees reported experiencing powerful
manifestations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  such  as  speaking  in
tongues, divine healings and other spiritual gifts mentioned
in the New Testament. The movement’s emphasis on a direct and
personal  encounter  with  God  captured  the  hearts  of  many,
leading  to  the  establishment  of  numerous  Pentecostal
denominations  and  churches  across  the  country.

The Growth of Pentecostalism

Throughout  the  20th  century,  Pentecostalism  experienced
exponential  growth,  transcending  racial,  social  and
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denominational boundaries. The movement attracted people from
diverse backgrounds who sought a deeper spiritual experience
and a dynamic expression of their faith. The Assemblies of
God, Church of God in Christ and the Church of God are some of
the notable Pentecostal denominations that emerged during this
period.

The emphasis on evangelism and missionary work became integral
to  the  Pentecostal  movement’s  identity,  leading  to  the
establishment  of  global  missions  and  the  spread  of
Pentecostalism beyond U.S. borders. The movement’s fervor and
commitment to spiritual gifts continued to draw new followers,
making it one of the fastest-growing segments of American
Christianity.

The Rise of the Charismatic Movement

In the 1960s and 1970s, a parallel movement known as the
charismatic movement began to gain momentum within established
mainline  Protestant  denominations  and  the  Roman  Catholic
church. Unlike the traditional Pentecostalism, the charismatic
movement sought to bring the experiences of the Holy Spirit’s
power  and  spiritual  gifts  to  believers  within  existing
churches.

Renewal and charismatic prayer meetings became common within
mainstream denominations, leading to an influx of believers
who  sought  a  deeper  spiritual  connection  with  God.  The
charismatic movement embraced the idea that the Holy Spirit’s
gifts were available to all believers, and manifestations such
as speaking in tongues, prophecy and healing were experienced
even in non-Pentecostal churches.

For more informational material on revival, click here!

Influence on American Christianity

The Pentecostal and charismatic revivals have had a profound
impact on American Christianity, shaping worship practices,



theology and the understanding of the Holy Spirit’s role in
the lives of believers. The emphasis on personal encounter and
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  resonated  with  individuals
seeking a more vibrant and experiential faith.

Moreover,  the  Pentecostal  and  charismatic  movements  have
influenced contemporary worship music, leading to the creation
of countless spiritually rich and emotionally stirring hymns
and songs that are widely embraced across various Christian
traditions.

Here is a short list on the manifestations of revival that has
helped shape the spiritual environment in America over the
years:

1. Spiritual Awakening and Renewal: Revivals are seen as times
of spiritual awakening, where the Holy Spirit moves mightily,
drawing people to God, and sparking a hunger for His presence.
Believers experience a deepening of their faith and a renewed
passion for God and His Word.

2. Empowerment and Activation of Spiritual Gifts: In revivals,
believers are often empowered and activated in spiritual gifts
mentioned in the New Testament. The Holy Spirit imparts gifts
such as prophecy, tongues, healing and discernment, leading to
a  greater  impact  on  ministry  and  the  advancement  of  the
kingdom of God.

3.  Reconciliation  and  Unity:  Revivals  often  bring  about
reconciliation among believers and unity within the church. As
the  Holy  Spirit  moves,  divisions  and  strife  are  healed,
leading to a sense of oneness among Christians, transcending
denominational boundaries.

4. Cultural and Social Impact: Revivals can have a profound
impact on society, leading to positive changes in culture and
attitudes. Many Christians believe that the transformational
power of the Holy Spirit influences not only individuals but
also communities, fostering compassion, love and a desire to



meet the needs of the less fortunate.

5. Passionate Worship and Adoration: Revivals are marked by
passionate and heartfelt worship. The Holy Spirit’s presence
ignites a fervor in believers, leading to expressions of love,
adoration and surrender to God.

6. Revitalization of Churches: Revivals can breathe new life
into churches that may have become spiritually stagnant. The
Holy Spirit revitalizes congregations, renewing their vision
and stirring up a desire to impact their communities with the
gospel.

7. Prophetic Insight and Direction: In revivals, the Holy
Spirit  imparts  prophetic  insight  and  direction.  Prophetic
messages  bring  guidance,  encouragement  and  a  deeper
understanding of God’s will for individuals and the church.

8.  Healing  and  Miracles:  Revivals  often  witness  powerful
manifestations  of  healing  and  miracles.  These  supernatural
occurrences are a testament to the Holy Spirit’s healing power
and the compassion of God.

9. Missions and Evangelism: Revivals inspire a renewed zeal
for missions and evangelism. The Holy Spirit’s work sparks a
passion to share the gospel with the lost, both locally and
globally.

Continuing Legacy

Today, the legacy of Pentecostal and charismatic movements
remains visible and influential within American Christianity.
Their impact can be seen in churches, global missions, college
campuses and the continued growth of charismatic expressions
within various denominations.

The Pentecostal and charismatic revivals in America over the
last century have reshaped the religious landscape, fostering
a  transformative  spiritual  experience  for  millions  of



believers. As these movements continue to grow, they carry
forward their legacy of spiritual passion, renewal and fervor,
leaving  a  lasting  imprint  on  the  history  of  American
Christianity.  {eoa}

Join Charisma Magazine Online to follow everything the Holy
Spirit is doing around the world!

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.


