Here’'s What Happened When I
Went to a Protest to End
Racism

As mainstream media outlets cover riots, looting, vandalism,
tear gassing and other violent reactions to the death of
George Floyd, they don’t tell the whole story.

What you don’'t see on the news is that some of these protests
are peaceful prayer movements, not insurrections attacking the
government. Men and women are coming together under the banner
of the Lord to protest injustice from a position of faith.

When I attended my local protest in Camarillo, California, I
didn’t know what to expect, but I certainly wasn’t prepared
for church in the park. Some people brought signs as the group
marched around the park to show their support to end racism.
Families of all colors brought their children. Adults,
teenagers, children and babies attended the peaceful rally.

Everyone listened closely as the protest leader took the stage
and opened a well-loved Bible. She read the Lord’'s Prayer and
offered a brief sermon on the power of forgiveness and loving
your neighbor. Protesters clapped as she held up her Bible and
told protesters that to see real change, they must be involved
in a local church. She even invited people who wanted to
continue dialogue about how to end racism to come to her
church that evening.

Another speaker reiterated Scripture and said we cannot hate
our brother and worship God. A third speaker raised her arms
and recited the blessing from Numbers 6, now a popular worship
song. Protesters stretched out their hands to receive the
blessing and closed their eyes for their own personal prayers.

Yes, this can be a scary time for many, but it’s also a time
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to really lean into our faith. The Bible gives us clear
directions on how we should act both during a crisis and
during a time of peace. Jesus taught so many parables that
reveal how we should love God and each other. We cannot throw
God’'s Word aside to satisfy our own selfish and sinful
desires. We must embrace the Holy Spirit’s conviction and
allow Him to use us to achieve His kingdom. {eoa}
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