
Head  of  UN:  ‘Denial  of
Israel’s  Right  to  Exist  Is
Anti-Semitism’
United Nations Secretary-General Guterres spoke recently with
senior officials of the Simon Wiesenthal Center at his offices
at UN headquarters in New York City about a wide range of
topics, including:

efforts to make terrorism a crime against humanity;
the UN’s role in countering burgeoning anti-Semitism in
Europe;
ending the demonizing and abuse of Israel in and by U.N.
agencies, including UNRWA, UNESCO and the UN Human
Rights Council; and
stumbling blocks hampering Middle East peace prospects.

During that meeting, however, Guterres outright rejected the
campaigns to erase Jewish history in the Holy Land.

“Denial of Israel’s right to exist is anti-Semitism,” he said.
“History must be respected. Jerusalem is a holy city for three
religions.”

The  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center’s  founder,  Rabbi  Marvin  Hier,
urged the Secretary General to pave the way for the U.N. to
declare  terrorism  a  crime  against  humanity.  Guterres
acknowledged the seriousness of the issue, and said he was
committed to reforming the world body’s current structure to
better deal with it.

“There needs to be real consequences for perpetrators and
supporters of terrorist acts like the recent suicide bombing
carnage at a concert in Manchester, England, and the U.N. must
declare that this scourge is a crime against humanity,” Hier
said.
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There was also some disagreement between the two sides. While
Hier noted Hamas’ genocidal founding charter and ongoing
terrorist activities as the main roadblock to the peace
process—not Israeli settlements—Guterres has opposed the
Jewish expansion of West Bank settlements. The Secretary-
General, however, did acknowledge that Hamas has succeeded in
“leveraging the UN presence in Gaza.”

The  Center’s  associate  dean,  Rabbi  Abraham  Cooper,  asked
Guterres to speak out against legal and political attacks on
core Jewish religious practices. He noted recent unanimous
votes in Belgium’s parliament outlaws ritual slaughter, and
there are recurring calls in Scandinavia and Germany to ban
circumcision of Jewish baby boys.

“We are profoundly impressed by the scope of Secretary General
Guterres’ knowledge and interest on issues that impact world
Jewry  directly,”  Hier  said  in  a  statement  following  the
meeting. “As an NGO at the U.N. and UNESCO, the Wiesenthal
Center is committed to support the secretary general’s efforts
to ensure that all members, including the Jewish state, be
treated as equals.” {eoa}


