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Green Lantern was part of a crowded superhero line-up at the
cineplex last summer along the likes of Captain America, Thor
and X-Men: First Class.

After recently catching the movie on DVD, I would have to say
it’s all flash, but no substance. The 3-D special effects are
visually  stunning  and  mesmerizing,  but  the  storyline  and
premise is convuluted and weak. With a $200 million budget,
Green Lantern fizzled at the domestic box office, ending up
with only $114 million.

The plot centers on pilot Hal Jordan (Ryan Reynolds), who is
handed a mysterious ring by an alien whose spacecraft crashed
on  Earth.  Hal  soon  learns  that  he  has  been  selected  for
membership in the group of intergalactic peace officers called
Green Lantern Corps, who promote peace, order and justice.

After, Hal recites the Corps’ oath: “In brightest day, in
blackest night, no evil shall escape my sight. Let those who
worship evil’s might, beware my power, Green Lantern’s light.”

Great setup for a good versus evil tale, right? Not quite. The
movie’s protagonit is Parallax, the ancient enemy of the Green
Lanterns who has garnered the corruptive yellow power of fear,
threatens all of Earth. So Hal must build up the moral courage
to stand up to evil.

While trying to master the Green Lantern ring, Hal has to deal
with his feelings of insecurity from his pilot father’s fiery
death years earlier, affections for fellow pilot, Carol (Blake
Lively),  and  the  jealousy  of  Dr.  Hector  Hammond  (Peter
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Sarsgaard),  a  creepy  old  friend  who  has  basically  been
possessed by another alien.

Although the story is fairly true to the characters from DC
comics, the characters don’t seem believable as they might.
Extras on the Blu-ray version include the theatrical version
as well as an extended cut, several featurettes and a digital
comic book.

Content Watch: Rated PG-13 for intense sequences of sci-fi
violence and action, Green Lantern features more than two
dozen profanities, several scenes that show people drinking
alcohol and an implied night of casual sex. The movie’s creepy
villains could be very scary for small children. I watched the
film  on  Clearplay,  which  filters  out  most  of  the  intense
violence and all of the light obscenities. I didn’t watch
Green Lantern with my three oldest boys, ages 10, 9 and 5.


