Four Gospels, Four Films, One
Ambitious Series

With so much material to choose from, presenting the full
story of Jesus Christ on screen has always been a difficult
task for filmmakers. The makers of the Lumo Project series,
however, decided to take on the challenge through four
separate movies based solely on the biblical text. Billed as a
word-for-word adaptation of the gospel narratives, the latest
release, The Gospel of Mark, recently released to home video
in the United States following The Gospel of John.

According to David Beatty, the films’ director, the grand
scope originated thousands of years ago, as the life of Christ
spilled out over four separate biographies by four separate
writers, each with his own perspective.

“It’s a bit like having four people witness a crime or a car
crash or something,” he said. “They’ve all seen the same
event, but they have four slightly different perspectives to
it. That gives them all a unique point of view. I think having
the opportunity to do that four times, I don’t think there’s
anywhere else you can do that.”

The release dates are being spaced out in order to let each
film have its own audience before all joining together as one
series. The director chose The Gospel of John to lead the
series and then The Gospel of Mark to follow because of their
differences.

“John, the last gospel to be written down, according to
scholars, it’s a very cerebral gospel, a very philosophical
gospel,” he said. “It’s full of very long passages where Jesus
gives very long speeches explaining what He'’s doing and what’s
going through Jesus’ mind. It also comes in very late to
Jesus’ story.”
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Following that, he said, The Gospel of Mark “has got the whole
story.”

“It's very fast-paced, very action-packed,” he said. “It’s
almost as if Jesus is a superhero. He goes through event after
event after event, healing, healing, some sort of ministry,
healing, whatever. It’s a very different feel to it.”

As the life of Christ plays out on screen, Beatty believes it
harkens back to the original oral tradition of the gospels, as
they were passed down for many years before being put to
paper. Those gospels were performed as they were told, giving
more of an interactive and living experience rather than
reading words on paper.

“You're actually experiencing them with other people,” he
said. “That was the motivation in doing this.”

The films were shot in such a way that narration is layered
over top of the spoken dialogue, making dubbing for various
languages an easier process. The makers are aiming to make the
films available in various languages and are now actively
working on dubbing in Brazilian-Portuguese, French, Danish,
German, Dutch, Spanish and Finnish.

Underneath the top narration, Beatty was faced with a dilemma.
Not having the time or resources to teach the cast Aramaic,
but also forgoing any modern languages that would “distract”
from the biblical text, he found a middle ground.

“We created our own language,” he said. “It’s a bit of method
acting, really. I provided the key cast with as many Aramaic
words or as many Aramaic-sounding words as possible, and then
they could use those to create their own language. What they
would do is learn their lines, which would be the lines that
are the Bible for whatever scene they were doing, and then
literally translate those into this mad- up language, if you
like.”



The Gospel of Mark is available from Lionsgate through DVD at
Walmart, digital HD and On Demand. The DVD includes behind-
the-scenes bonus features, including “Building Jerusalem,”
“Composing the Gospels,” “Filming the Gospels” and more. {eoa}
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