Exchanging Dirt For
Chalkboards

As South Sudan secedes from the Muslim-dominated north and
officially becomes a nation on July 9, Aid Sudan says there 1is
no better time than now to minister the gospel and meet the [y
physical needs of those living in this poverty-stricken
area.

The nonprofit organization hopes to help build a strong
spiritual foundation in South Sudan as the infant country
builds its identity after years of civil war.

“We just see it as such a crucial time for the body of Christ
to invest, to help spread God’'s word to help this new nation
as 1t gets on its feet,” says Sarah Thompson, Aid Sudan’s
director of administration.

Through the ministry’s Village-to-Village project, Aid Sudan
has gone into communities and built schools where children
were using dirt and sticks as chalkboards and chalk. The
ministry also built water wells where kids used their sleeves
as filtration devices to clean the polluted water.

Aid Sudan also operates a radio station that broadcasts to
South Sudan in tribal Ulanguages. The station and its
affiliates deliver the Word of God in story form in addition
to news, community training and lessons on health and hygiene.

“It’s unbelievable how we see God moving,” Thompson says of
the nation’s transition. “Our main desire is to be faithful.
We see this as a crucial time for the body of Christ to help
spread God’'s Word and to help invest, and we’'re blown away by
what’s He’'s already done.

“It’'s just kind of ripe for the spread of the gospel,”
Thompson says.
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