Does God Want Me to Be Single
or Married?

Months ago, I had lunch with an incredibly wise couple.
Between mouthfuls of pizza, I peppered them with questions
about how to love people better, about whether it’s harmful to
distinguish between everyday life and “ministry,” and about
spiritual gifts. I also asked them how I could know if God had
marriage or singleness for me.

Have you ever found yourself wrestling with this question?

At times, it just seems like it would be a very important
thing to know. For example, I’'ve been house-hunting for the
past couple of months. If I knew I would be single for the
rest of my life, I would have taken advantage of the
government’s first-time home buyer tax credit, and bought a
house. But, in the end, I decided to rent a house in order to
be a bit less tied-down.

Anyway, back to our lunch conversation . . . I asked my
friends, “How can I know if God has marriage or singleness for
me?”

Their answer surprised me. They told me that I was asking the
wrong question, and that it would provide the wrong answer.
Rather than speculating about my future, they told me to just
assume that God will give me the best wherever I am.

So, these days I'm not asking that question anymore. Instead,
I'm taking comfort in Truths 1like this one from Psalm
139:16-18:

“Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were none of them. How precious to me are
your thoughts, 0 God! How vast is the sum of them! If I would
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count them, they are more than the sand” (emphasis added).

I'm curious . . . do you agree or disagree that I was asking
the wrong question? And do you believe that God will give you
and me what's best for us? Why or why not?

Taken from Paula Hendrick’'s blog post “Does God have marriage
or singleness for me?” . Used with permission.



